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PREFACE 
The or1g1nal plan of this thesis was a history of the critical 
~ontroversy persiating about the personal reputation of Edgar Allan Poe from 
~849 to the present. The study was to have included a SIll"Tey' of the early 
~ntluences as they are presented in oontemporary textbooks of American litera-
~ure for secondary schools am oolleges. The proposed outline proved too 
~b1tious; it had to be restrioted both as to time and to choice of literary 
form. The present paper, therefore" 18 concerned with a recording of the 
:ontroversy from 1849 to the "Virginia Edition" of Poe in 1902, and it dea1s 
ohiefly with periodical literature of the nineteenth century. Cross references 
~ footnotes are drawn from the general reading prepared for the original 
~rojeet because they are further illustrative of the intensity and longevity 
pf the conflict. 
Very special thanks are due to Dr. Nicholas Joost and to Professor 
ames J. Young for their interest and helpfulness in this st~. 
iv 
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INTRODUCTION 
A. Poe-bibliographer made the observation in 193.3 that the a.nimus stW 
rampant among critics ot Poe was ot suoh "fever pitch" that it astoWlded him. 
He asserted. that he could lla.'lle, ofthand, "a dozen men, important Poe students, 
who are most delighttul persons to lIleet," but who, it he were to put them 
together in one room and to mention the name of Poe,"oertainl3 would kUl each 
other."l Mr. lteartman's graphic appraisal of the situation in Poe oiroles seew 
applioable to the entire controversy from the time ot the poet's death till the 
present, tor the pr'O'9'oca.tive name ot Poe registers all the way trom Griswold's 
Satan to Baudelaire' 8 God.. trom critics' duell1ng ground to writers f Mecca. 
The lugubrious portrait of "Israte! in I-iotley" wu propagandized in 
the second halt of ,he nineteenth century largely through the periodical li tel'-
atur'e ot the day. The controversy that raged among the critics ot the new 
magazine era gave riae to the Poe legend that persists in critical and in 
popular opinion to the present time. 
Ironical.l.y enough, it vas Poe himself" who had helped popularize the 
literary tom through which he gained JI'lUCh ot his posthumous notoriety. He had 
brought phenomenal success to the 11 terary magazines he served as editor, 
contributor, or adviser.2 Being an avid reader ot foreign journals, he had 
1 Charles F. Heartman, "The CUrse of Edgar Allan Poe, It The American 
~ Collector, IV, July, 1933 .. 45. -
2 For disoussion of services offered gratis to the Southern Literarl 
Mess~er, see David Jackson, "Four of Poe's Critiques in the Baltimore News-
~pers," ~. L, April, 19.35, 251-256. 
See also J. Tom Miles.. "laneteenth-Century Southern Literature and Ite 
v 
proposed improved literary standards for American journals; he had also 
• 
struggled, though fr'J.ltlessly, to finance a mag~zine of his own. His zeal for 
the literary review "tlaS such that he has since been designated as the founder 
of the modern magazine.) 
But as editor and critic, Poe with his "phial of PrussiC-aCid,"4 had 
seared the sensibilities of "little writers," dealt harshly with new novelists 
and litterateurs, and generally won enemies who bided their time tor revenge. 
His death was the signal tor their onslaught--which touched off one of the 
bitterest controversies in the history of literature. It is with the first 
half ot this dramatic conflict, as it was waged in periodical literature at 
home and. abroad, that the present thesis is concerned. 
Five Great Poets," StM, I, September, 1939, 600, tor a sUl!Ull8l7 ot Poe's success 
in increasing the cIrculation ot Graham's !!pzine. 
3 Agnes I~. Bondurant, Poe fS Richmond, Richmond, 1942, 189. 
Note; Henry Seidel Ca~.ic :&ericans. New York, 1931, 268, 
says Poe should be thought ot as a magazine writer, and the ed! torial of the 
revived Southern Lite~ Mes~er .. I, Ja.nuary, 1939 .. ), claims that it was 
through ill. magazine Elieoscure II-fro. Poet ascended "the tower from which 
'the great Poe' light has since ahone for the world." 
4 James Russell Lowell, Orahant. s American Mont!9i; !t!&azine, IVII, 
lFebruary, 1845, 49. Article has no iitle. ...' 
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CHAPTER I • 
BIDIllNUlO OI<' CONFLICT 
It vas the obituary in the New !2!! Tribune of October 9, 1849,1 that 
gave initial impetus to the posthumous reputation of Pilgar Allan Poe. Rev. 
Rufus W. Griswold, at the request of Horace Greeley, 'l'ribune editor, composed 
the article and signed it "Ludwig." The notice began: 
~gar Allan Poe is dead. He died in Baltimore the day before 
yesterdq. Thie amouncement wUl startle many, but few wUl be 
grieVed by it •••• eH]e had few or no friends; and the regrets 
tor his death wUl be suggested principall.y by the consideration 
that in him literary art has lost one of its most brilliant but 
erratic stars. 
A disparaging sketch of the poet's l11'e followed, wherein "Ludwig" cited the 
"RaTen" as a symbol of the poet himeelf 80nd theorized that it was probably "a 
reflex10n and an echo of hie own history. He was that birdJs 
-unhappy Maete:t-, 
Whom u:nmercitul disaster 
Jl'oUowed fast and followed faster, 
Till his songs the burden bore-
'1'Ul the dirges of his hope, the 
Melancholy burden bore, 
or t Nevennore,' of 'NeV'el"tltore. t 
Oriswold then proceeded to inform the reading public that Poets 
"harsh ellPerience had deprived him of aU faith, [sic J in man or lIoman, It that 
his was a ttnaturally unamiable character, tt and that "he regard.ed society as 
composed altogether of villains." After ascribing to Poe through analogy to 
1 "Death of Edgar A. Poe," l!!:!! !.2!:! Tribune, October 9, 1849, eel. 
page. 
1 
2 
Bulwer-I.qtton's villain in !!!! ca.xtons the obnox1ous traits of "gnawipg envy," 
"cold repellent cynicism," passions that "vente<l. themselves in sneers," lack of 
"moral susceptibility ••• little or nothi!\,; of the true point of honor," 
Maorbid and excessive ambition," "the hard wish to succeed--not shine, not 
ser'Ye-...... ceeed, that he might have the right to despise a world which galled 
his .elt conceit," Griswold concluded that the figure of the poet could be 
traced "in the draperies of his imagination. ,,2 
The "lndwig Article" excited several immediate protests by the 
deceased poet·s fricmds and fellow journalists. A..'l unaigned article in the 
October 15 issue of the Richmond p;.epublican expressed disapproval of the 
"unjust am distorted" view of the poet's oharacter) rI. P. Will1s4 in the 
Home Journal. of October 20 am Her.ry n. Hirst in the sa.'ll8 week t s number of the 
Philadelphia SaturdaZ Coorier registered their opinions of the acrimonious 
obituary_ In the Quaker p1tl.5 uso of October 20 .. aeor~e Lippard ~ 
efended the poet againat the slurs of Orisvlold. lambert Wilmer, 6 in more 
2 Ibid. 
-
. 3 At the end of the ~bliean clipping in the Valentine Museum 
ollection there is a notation tn:Pencil to the effect that the article was 
itten by Miss S,lsan Talley, October 10, 1849. 
4 N. P. W11l1s, when an ftel.egant young editor of the Anerican 
~=;;;;w,.. ~zine," had been a nctim of Poe's satire on nosology. But he held 
o gr etor the deceased poet. See Kenneth It. Daughrity, "Poe's IQui~ on 
illis,'· ~, V, March, 1933, 55-56. 
5 Poe had criticized fa'VCrably the young novelist's first efforts. 
1849 Lippard rendered Poe financial aid when the wretched poet came to his 
ffice. The novelist wrote kindly of the maligned man in Qga):cer ~tl. See 
oseph Jackson, lIG$argG Lippard I Misunderstood Man of Letters," e Permszl-
nil. ?>1agazine 2! Histc?!:l !!!! BioVap&" Ln, October, 1935, 316-m. 
6 "Mgar Allan Poe and His Calumniators," Our Press ~ Philadel-
1849 .. 385. The Original "Philadelphia weeldy paper" in wh!cli Wilmer says 
• 
3 
vigorous language, denounced the "slanderous and malicious" biographer for his 
• 
"hypocritical canting" and promised further rema:ks on the subject when the 
"skulldng author" should acknm.rledge authorship of the "malignant publication." 
In November, John F... Thompson,1 editor of the Souther]! T.J.terary Messeser, one 
of the periodicals to which Poe had brought prestige, did not deny that "this 
gifted child of genius" had many and sad infirmities, but he proposed "in 
charity the mantle of forgetfu.l.ness" for them. 8 He included in his article 
Longfellow's tribute, j.n which the "Frogpondlan" whom Poe had harassed With 
charges of pla.giar1S!Il, assigned "the harshness of his criticisms" to nothing 
"but the irritation of a sensitive nature, chafed by scme indefinite sense of 
wrong. ,,9 
. 
But the Mends of Paa were not lett in possession of the field. As 
n critic .. Poe had made :many and bitter enemies. Ch"..rles F. Brig".,lO w:t.th whom 
he had d~lt impishly in .!h! Liter~t1-, declared in the December issue of 
Holden's Dollar Magasine that it would be a long while, if ever, betore the 
naked character of the sad poet would be expose.d to public gaze. When would 
7 "The Late EAgar Allan Poe," SLl.f .. XV, NO"\"Uber, 1849, 69h-697. 
8 ~., 694. 
9 ~., 696. 
9a For discu.ssion ot the "little Longfellow War" see Arthur Hobson 
~lU.inn, Ed':! AJ.tan prJ New York, 1941, 45J-45SJ Nelson F. Adkins, "Chapters on 
American C bbage t oe and Plagiarism," The Eseef6 E!. .!:!:!! Bibliographical 
~ociet:r 2!. America, XLVIII, Third Quarter;l9, 9-210, states that Poe was 
not alone in iiidlct1ng LoDgfellow--John P'oratel' and Griswold also did it. 
Thomas Holley Chivers, Life 2.! ~, eel. Richard B. Davis, New York .. 1952" 99, 
refers to Longfellow as -Po; , s ft ogpondian Euphuist. ft 
10 "Topics of the Month," Holden'a Dollar !!&Iazine, IV, December, 
1849, 16tJ-766. 
ne be found bold enough, Briggs wanted to know, "to incur the risk of an 
• 
. utation of evil motives, It by maldng s'J.eh a re:velation as the task deWllldedl 
e poet was "altogether Eo strc.nf!:e and a fea.rful be~_ng, I.M .a true hi.story of 
is life would be more 81~tling than w.y of the ~o+ ... que romances which he 
s so tond of' inventing. till 
v~th the publication of the first two Poe volumes12 in January of 
Griswold stirred up further turmoil on the part of the press. In the 
irst volume there were prefatory essays by N. P. Willis-in whioh Griswold had 
nserted part of the III.udwig Artiole"-by James Russell Lowell, l3 a.nd by 
riswold. Reviel>.'S of the two books burst into print. George Ripley,14 in the 
lew ~ Tribune of Ja.nuary 17, basing his impressiOns of Poe t s charaoter on 
he notices, parroted his desoription of the deceased poet as a man who 
ff [u]nhappily • • • had no earnestness of character, no sineeri ty of oonviction, 
o faith in human excellence, no devotion to a. high purpose. • •• He regarded 
11 Ibid., 765. 
-
12 The Works of ~ .AJ.].an Poe, wi th Notices of His Lite and 
niue, l?z N. P. w.m:is,J.~i, and R.-V:-OT'iewo:Gi,-r, ed.RiiluS'i. 
iswold, New York, 113;0 .. - The publishervaS i; S. Redfield. 
13 Lowell's tribute to Poe in Graham's M!e~1ne, 1845, (XVII, 49-,3) 
as sOlJ18What curta..t.led in the Orit!IWold putil1eation. Eii'riier, Lowell l-.ad 
eclued: "We are read1ng the thoughts of a. !!Ian who thinks tor himself, and 
aye what lle thinks .. and knmfS lrhnt he :l.s talking about." (50) Bllt later he too 
d experienced the smart of Poe t 8 "phial 01 prussic acid. U Whether he intended 
he article as Griswold printed it in Works, is cause for conjecture. Q'J.inn, 
oe, 660, suggests it may haTe been tampered with. But the "Three-fifths of him 
aninI and. two-f'U"ths sheer fudge, If in Fable tor CriticS, 1848 .. indicates 
ell f s disapproval of' Poe' s "mud-sl1JagLli."-
14 Review of' the Griswold publications; reprint in L.i.ttell·s Li'!i!!s 
e XXV, April, 18,0, 77-18. Article has no title. 
the world as an enormous humbug, and in revenge, would repay it in kind."l, 
• 
Lewis Gaylord Clar~6 seized the chanc~ to release his pent-up wrath 
f six years' duration and administered belated punishment to Poe in the 
'ebruary issue of the Knickerbocker magazine.17 "He vas very much like RICHARD 
AVAGE,· wrote Clark, "as that author is presented in the pages of JOHNSON, but 
e had few of the apologies which could be urged by the English vagabond. He 
destitute of moral or religious principle. ,,18 
It was George Graham19 who next took up the cudgel in defense of the 
&ad poet and wrote with a considerable display of hea:t in his own magazine of 
h, 18,0, that Griswold's estimate of Poe was "unfair !!!! untrue. It must 
Ye been made in a lIOmeat of spleen, written out and laid aside, and handed to 
he printer, when his death vas announced, with a sort of chuckle." Graham 
asUgated the article as "an immortal intall\Y ••• the fancy sketch of a 
lS ~., 77. 
16 Clark ot the Knickerbocker bad rejected in 1843, an anoI\Y1'ftOl1s 
rticle on "Our Magazine Literature" whICh was the composition of Poe (almost 
ertainly). It finall.y' \18.8 printed in the New World, March 11, 1843. In it 
oe wrote of Clark, "Hr. Lewis Clark has macre-a considerable noise in the 
iterary world, but how he has made it. would be difficult for his best friends 
o expla1.."l." In ~s l',1agazine, September, 1846, Poe attacked Clark for 
eplying to his re about J:iiOlgga in the Literatis Clark "is noticeable tor 
othing in the world except for the markedness by whiCh he is noticeable for 
othi.ng." Bee Herman E. SpiTeY, "Poe and Lewis Gaylord Clark," PHU" LIV, 
camber, 1939, 1124-1132. 
17 "Literary Notices," Knickerbocker, XXXV, February, 1850, 163-164. 
18 .!!Ea., 163. 
19 "The Late Edgar Allan Poe," Graham Magazine. XXIVI, March, 18,0, 
Note: Graham's belated interest in the editor he underpaid and whose 
aith he violated by repeatedly breaking his promi5es to help him purchase his 
azlne, rings insincere in the estimate of the author of this thesis. Perhaps 
he fervent defense is meant more as a rap at Griswold who had incurred Graham' • 
• 
6 
perverted, jaundiced vision." He denounced the 'Carlon' parallel as ~tard.ly 
and false; he further declared that in his f'unct~on as critic, Poe had put to 
~eath the literary reputation ot some of Griswold' IS friends, and that their 
ghosts were crying out for reprisal long desired. but deterred.20 Literature 
with Poe was religion, and he, its high-priest, who "with a whip of scorpions 
scourged the money-changers from the temple. ,,21 Nor did Graham. consider the 
Utvary executor competent to dissect one "whose nature eludes the rude grasp 
ot a mind so warped and uncongenial." To the talse charges contained in 
Griswold's "breach ot trust," the editor declared he bad known the detamed poet 
intilllateJ.;r tOT several years, knew "all his hopes .. his fears .. and little annoy-
ances of life, as well as his high-hearted struggle nth adverse tate"; yet he 
found him "always the same polished gentleman • • • the devoted husband-frugal 
in his personal expenses-punctual and unwearied in his industry-and the soul 
-~ honor, in all his transaetione.,,22 Poe's tormer employer added .. "This .. of 
course, was in his better daY'S, and by them !! judge the man. But even after 
his babi ts had changed, there was no literary man to whom. I would more readll7 
advance lIIOney for labor to be done." Poets love for his wife "was a sort of 
rapturous worship of the spirit of beauty which he felt was fading before his 
eyes.-23 Mr. Graham explained at length the terrible poverty of the poet, the 
:frustration attending h:ls inability to provide for immediate necessit!es .. the 
desperation of the human being whose heels "gaunt famine" dogged, so that he 
20 ~., 224. 
21 ~., 225. 
22 ~. 
23 .!EM. 
7 
~ielded in such moments to the "one glass" of wine that made him a madman.24 
• 
The spirited defense ended with a suggestion that Mr. Griswold review 
ihis criticism of Mr. Poe because it would not bear the scrutiny of time, and it 
lWas even now regarded as "an ill-judged and misplaced calWBny' upon that gifted 
~on of Genius ... 25 
George W. Peck,26 evidently' incensed by the Knickerbocker judgment of 
Poe, came to the front with his vindication in the March number of the American 
~ Review. Placed significantly on the page opposite the beginning of Peckts 
~icle, was an anorpous th1rty-l.ine poem entitled "Judge Not Lest Ye Be 
Judged," which reminded readers that 
We know not, and we De' er may know 
Another' s joy" another' s woe: 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
• • • • • • • And who that lives, 
Hut owes far more than he forgives? 
Forbear thOll, then, in virtue strong, 
To frown on those a frown may wrong. 
Alone shall God a just decree 
Award to them,--to them, and the •• 27 
-
From the tone of Peck's defense one suspects that he may have been the 
~uthor of "Judge Not. U In his lengthy essay he declared in the words of his 
~hosen philosopher, Von Deneken, that the vigor of men with "intirmi ties of 
~emper,"-like l.fUton, Dante, and Shakespeare--lives on and is immortal) 
'I [T]heir weakness has passed away along with the weakness of ten thousand other 
24 ~., 226. 
25 Ibid. 
-
26 "The Works of Edgar A. Poe," !h! American Whig Reviewi n.s., V, 
~rch, 1850, 301-315. 
27 ~., 300. 
8 
men. They may have carried many souls upward to elevations which those souls, 
• 
by their ot-m powers I could never have res.ched • .. • while they" by reason of 
innate weakness, were ever falling into vices and crimes which would have other-
wise absorbed their whole being.' ,,28 Peck trusted that Poe had gone upward 
"since he held his face upward while here, through much oppression and depres-
sion"J he judged him from his writings to be a "pure-minded gent.leman.1t29 He 
countered Clark's indictment of Poe's being -destitute of moral or religious 
principle" with a tribute to the -lofty" aspiration of the poet·s "Hymn" to the 
Virgin Mary and ooncluded his article with a quotation of the poem in tull.JO 
March must have been a stormy month that year in literary circ].es. 
John M. Daniel)l fairly' singed the paper in the Southern Lit!!!:lZ Messenger witt 
his abuse of "the mighty tri'll.lll'l1rate ot patrons· who bad presented their notioes 
in the recently published Poe volumes: 
The works of Edgar Allan Poe are introduced to the world bY' three 
accredited worldlings-or as the public would have us say (.!!! ] no less 
than three oelestial steeds of the recognised Pegasean pedigree are 
harnessed to drag the oaput mortuum of the unfortunate Poe into the 
light of public favour. Mr. Rufus Griswold bad seen the poor tfellow. f 
f4r. N. P. Willis had also seen and pitied the man. • •• Mr. James 
Russell Lowell had tound his sable sympathies sufficiently' extensive 
to take in the distressed master ot the Raven, in spite of his colour 
and birth-plaoe. • •• The three telt quite pititull,y sentimental at 
his dog's death) and with the utmost condescension they hearkened to 
the clink of the pubUsher' s silver, and agreed to erect a monument to 
the deceased genius, in the shape of Memoir and Essay preliminar,y to 
his works. 
The "triumT.l.ratets'· composition Was Nthe rawest, the baldest, the most oftensi," 
..lI 
... 
28 ~,302-)03. 
29 ~., )0). 
)0 ~., 315. 
)1 "F.dgar Allan Poe," SLM, XVI, March, 18$0, 172-187. Article 
~ the most impudent humbug that has ever been palmed upon an unsuspecting 
• 
~oon-cal.f' of a world." Daniel satirized Griswold as "the great Apollo of our 
r.iterary heavens, It and Mr. Lowell belonged to "a minute species of literary 
nseet, which is plenti.full.y produced by the soU and climate of Boston. 1t Mr. 
Iillis was the "man mUliner of our llterature." "These three horny-eyed dunces 
o1ould be patrons and vouchers of the greatest literary genius of the day"n32 
FoUoving the diatribe on Poe's fellow critics, Daniel set forth the 
,iographica.l account of the poet's l1.fe as Griswold had witten it, and added 
n intimation of his own about a scandal, which, "if true, throws a dark shade 
pon the quarrel, [!ith Kiss Pater$on] and a very ugly light upon Poets charac-
~er. we shall not insert it, because it is one of those relatiOns, which we 
1J1ink • • • should never be recorded ... 33 A lengthy but vague footnote theorized 
s to the 'f'iciousness of "heteroclital sins. fI And so the writer registered Poe' 
!lame 1n hell. 
enged~ 
Daniel's vi.li.f'ication of the poet's character did not pass unchal-
On lI4U"ch 20 in the l.!2!! Journal it was assaUed as a "frightful 
aricature," an indictment of "cruel rrdsrepresentatio~" 'by a correspondent. 
ho had known Poe and who signed the rep4r "RiChmond ... 34 In April, Sartain '. 
32 Ibid., 173-174. 
-
. 33 ~., 176. 'l'his slander was repeated by' biographers in England 
s well ~s in America, and Griswold incorporated it in his Memoir. J. H. 
~ram, Q.eem.1ng it tla daatarclly attack on the dead," demanded, "Who wrote this 
rticle? ••• Was not this miscalled [1y Griswold] 'defender' then, Griswold 
imself, or someone acting under his inspiration1 tt See William McCrillis 
~i8Wold, ed., Passages from the Correspondence and other Papers of Rufus w. 
riswold, with notes and comments bY' W. M. arIiWolCI, dUihrIdie, MiSs., IB9lJ, 263. 
34 "Estimates of Edgar A. Poe," Home Journal, Saturday, March 30, 
850, &d. page. The quotations are found in Quinn, Poe, 661. 
10 
~ Maga.z~5 approved and reprinted Willis I s October 20; 1849, defense in 
the Home Journal, at the same time announcing the sale of Poe's works "for the 
- . 
benefit of the estimable ls.dy mentioned in Nr. Willists sketch." But it was 
John Neal36 in the Portland Daily Advertiser of April 26, who flayed Griswold 
as the "executioner" that made such travesty on the reputation entrusted to 
him.37 Neal bad neTer met Poe but bad corresponded with .him and read his poems 
from this contact he attested his belie! that 
he was by nature, of a just and generous te~per, thwarted, hafned, 
am self-harnessed by his own w1ltu1ness to the most unbecoming 
drudgery) r!Jic land that be went about for whole years" with his 
hood wings rumpled, .oUed and quenched ••• like sumptuous banners 
trailed along the crowded thoroughfares of lite, in a March drizzle. 
The poet's champion was convinced "that he was a very honest fellow, 
and very Sincere," though be could not do justice to those he disliked, or to 
al'\Ybody' "over-cuddled by monthlies, or over-slobbered by' the weeklies; *Ue hi. 
reverend biographer would seem to be incapable of doing justice to 8.1\Ybody 
else." Neal accounted Griswold '*wholly unfitted for the solemn duty be had 
undertaken so rashly" j he was a Radamanthus "laboring to be very perpendicular, 
ostentatiously upright," in his judgment of the arraigned poet.l8 The acrid 
retort to the obituary was contested by William Wallace, who though not naming 
35 Fditorial, "Book Notices," Sartain's Union Magazine, VI, April, 
18$0.. 311-312. 
36 "Edgar Allan Poe," Portland Dai;l.z Advertiser, April. 26, 18$0, 
second page. (Pages are not mwhm-ed.) . 
37 Maria Clemm, "To the Reader," The Works of Edgar Allan Poe, ed. 
Rufus W. Gri8llo1d, New York, 1850, I, page precedtrig preface, allIi'ied of her 
son-in-law that "he many times expressed a gratification of such an opportuni~ 
of decidedly and unequivocally certifying his respect for the Uterary judgment 
and integrity of Mr. Griswold, with whom his personal relations, on a.ccount of 
some unhappy ndsunderstanding, had for years been interrupted. It 
• ..... ",.t.. '" 
-.. ..-
11 
thf! executor in his de!ense of him, delineated Poe's character portrait in the 
• 
framework of the nL~dwig Article." 
It was fast becoming apparent that the sparring of the ~:.lritics was 
in earnest. The conflict was assuming prCJtlortions, and Griswold, now on the 
I 
defensive, seemed stung into a further move, one which initiated 1!l warfare 
among the litera.ti that would persist through a. century and longer- The 
literary executor publis.l-).ed his incriminating Memoir of the decea.lsed poet. 
! 
• 
CHAPTER II 
WARFARE AMOOO THE LITEP.ATI m7IClALLY Dlil::WiD 
The 1'1emoir of September, lfl50 I which was announced in the !'!!,1! ~ 
pr,ibune" reviewed in the L1terarl World, and published in the f"nternational 
}font,!& !1fazi~,l indicated the determination of the Rev. R. W. Griswold to 
maintain his ground in the conflict he had unwittingly instigated. Inappro-
priately' affixed to the third volume2 of the works Poe bad bequeathed his 
exeoutor, the provocatiTe essay prorlded all the artillery necessary tor a long 
and bitter war. The Preface to the biographical sketch explained that Edgar A. 
Poe "had long been in the habit of expressing a desire" that Griswold should be 
his editor, and that the "hastily written" obituary had been done at the 
"request of the Fdltor of 'The '1'ribune. tit) Then, in aggrieved, and at the same 
time hostile tones, Griswold directed his reply at defenders Graham and Neal: 
1 Cf. "Publications," The New York Tribune, September 25" 18,0, 2; 
"Review, tt the Literary World. VII';September 21, IS~, 226-229; "Fdgar Allan 
Poe.," the International Mon!hlY; Magazine, I, October 1 .. 1850, 325-.344. GriswolJ 
was editor of the list-named perioaIc81 at this time. 
2 Edgar Allan Poe, The Literati: Some Honest Opinions about Autor1a: 
Merits and nemerl.ts, with Occasiow Words of Perso'iii11tl, together WIth 
aaianatra,'"'§uggestio;S;-aiid ESsays, ea. RuTu's 'W. Griswold, New 'fork;-IB'SO. 
The publi8her was J. S. R'idfield. 
3 John W. Roberston, {Ii. D., idsar !. Poe, ! Psychopathic stOOl. New 
York, 1923, 173-174, suggests that Gree 8y may have helped to compose the 
obituary; he was very capable of doing so, and was content to publish it. 
See also Joy Bayless, Rufus Wilmot Griswold! Poe's Literary Executor 
Nashville, 1943, in regard to the1i'Orace Greeley attitude'. 
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[~(Jy unconsidered and imp~l'fect, hut ar.; everyone who knew j.ts subject 
readily peroeived, very kind article, 'WaS vehemently attacked. : •• 
George G!'ahwl1, in a sophoI:loric~u. and trashy • • • letter, denounced it 
as the 'fancy sketch of a jaundiced vision;' an 'immortal infamy' • • 
• a 'breaoh of trust .• '. • • [T]his sllly and ambitio'Hr. perso.l'l, whj~e 
represented as entertaining a friendship really passionate in its 
tenderness for the poor author, (of who.:n in fortJ" years of hts extrcm-
est poverty he had not purchased for his magazine a single line), is 
made to r-a.y that within hall' a yeal' he h2.d not seen so noticeable e.n 
article.4 
Griswold questioned the veracity of Graham on this last point because the 
Notice had appeared in 'The 'l'ribune, t • The Home Journal.,· and "in three of the 
daily papers in his own city, and in 'The Saturday Evening Post,' of which he 
was or had been himself one of the chief proprietors and editorsl" The angry 
biographer then directed a. ahot at John Neal, 
Mr. JOHN NEAL, too, who never had even the slightest personal acquaint-
anee with POE in his life, rUllhes from a sleep which the publio had 
trusted was eternal, to declare • • • that I am a • calumniator • t. • • 
Both these writers •.•• as8Ullle ••• there was a long, intense, am 
implacable enmity betwixt!!,Poe and IIl1selt. which disqualitied me for 
the oftice of biographer.;;1 
Following this outburst" the executor printed letters he had received from the 
poet--letters that made him a groveling recipient of Griswold favors, letters 
of regret over interrupted friendship, of humble gratitude to a generous 
benefactor • 
In the Memoir the "self-appointed biographer" proceeded to outline 
for the world at lPJrge the tunholy career of the deceased poet. In the course 
of the narration he specU'ied that at the University at Charlottesville Poe had 
led a "very d1ssipated 11f.," that he was known "as the wildest and most reck-
less student of his cla,s"; he would have been graduated with highest honors, 
4 Literati, preface, i. 
, Ibid. 
-
had not his "gambling, intemperance, and other vices, induoed his expulsion 
• 
from the university"; his allowance ot money at .charlottesville had been 
Illiberal, but he quitted the place very much in debt." At st. Petersburg Poe 
had to be resoued from a "drunken debauoh U J at West Point he proved invulnerabJ.. 
to discipline and was "cashiered." Borrowing the new scandal from "the writer 
of the elogiumlt in the Southern Liter~ Messe~ of the previous March, 
Griswold a.sserted that "a.ccording to Poe t s own statement" he had ridiouled the 
marriage of his elderly patron with t.he youthful Miss Paterson, and had a. 
quarrel with her; "but a different story,* scarcely suitable for repetition 
here, was told by the friends of the other party." The footnote repeated in 
toto Daniel's pedantio paragraph on "heteroelital sins" and committed to obscu-
rity vha.t the partiCular scandal was supposed to be-to the confusion of 
subsequent biographers.6 Griswold proceeded with a recital of editors' griefs 
over t.heir unstable employee, his suspension for a "week ot brutish drunken-
ness," with his eventual. dismissal from the Messepger, his separation from 
Burton because of "unreliabUity," his release by Graham for the same 
~nfirmitiesn that had necessitated his discharge by v..lJrl.te and Burton; the poette 
"more than common destitution" incurred through "habits of frequent intoxicat.ios: 
and. his inattention to the means of support." 7 With evident relish the narrator 
elaborated on the broken engagement with Mrs. Sarah Whitman after which Poe went 
"reeling through the streets • • • and in the evening-that. should have been thE 
evening before the bridal-in his drunkenness he committed at her house such 
outrages as made necessary a summons of the police." As for the poet's 
6 .!2!2., Memoir, ix, x, xi. 
7 Ibid., xiv, xvi, xvii, xxiv. 
plapiarisms, they were "scarcely paralleled for their audacity in literary 
• 
In describ1np, Poe's last days, r~iswold assumed that a convivial 
gathering at a tavern in Baltimore caused the wretched man to forget the reao-
1utions made at Richmond two mOllths earlier, and "reduced him to such a state 
as is commonly induced only by a long-continued intoxication) after a night ot 
insanity and exposure, he was carried to a hospital and there died." Such was 
the "melancholy history... In sel1'-juatification the literary executor reminded 
readers that the Souther,!! Litera:rz: Messenger "defender" had been Itoompelled to 
admit that the blemishes in his [joets] life were effects of character rather 
than circumstances. n9 Yielding to an irresistible urge to point out the moral 
ot the story. the reverend biographer preached the natural evil effects of such 
a dissipated life and concluded with the Caxton story he had inserted in the 
obituary sketch. This final touch was doubtless intended to forestall any 
recrbdnationa, but it produced Tery' opposite results. 
With his Memoir Griswold had 'fired the shot heard round the world. t 
E. A.· Duyck1nck,lO editor of the Liter!!)' World, reviewed in the September 21 
issue, !!!! Literati: ~ honest 9P1n1ons about Autorial Merits !!!! Demerits, 
~ occasional Words 2! PersonaUtlJ !:Osether ~ Marginalia, Suggestions, 
!!!! ~says, [!ic] and declared tersel,;y the "reTerend Executor' 8" "honest 
Opinions" [-sicJ to be "about as talse as they well can be, and the 'words of 
8 ~.J xxx, lCCdi. 
9 ~., xxx, xxxix. 
10 "Renew," Literm World, VII, September 21, 18$0, 228-229. 'lhe 
~rticle is unsigned but Evert A. Duyckinck was editor of the. journal. 
perSOnalitY'[!SiC]by no means 'occasional. t.. "Are these honest OPin!-0ns." he 
demanded, "printed literatim !! verbatim, as wri.tten by Poe, or have they Un!:lftr'" 
gone editorial revtsal?"ll The irate editor challenged Griswold's motives in 
publishing the caustic criticisms that Poe had repudiated long before his death 
tI And why," he wanted to know, "is the work carefully purged of &.nT unhandsome 
references to Dr. Griswold?" Roused by unfair criticiSM foW¥i of himself in 
the Literati, Duyckinok further judged that as executor to Poe, Dr. Griswold 
had "played usher to a man of talent without priDciple" and added tor the 
benefit or the publisher of the book, "It is a pecl.tl.iarity of Mr. Red.tield that 
he is not afraid to publish booka.,,12 
In the Philadelphia Saturdg Ivenin, ~ tor September 21, an anony-
I 
mous writer remonstrated. with the "literary executor" for his expos. at the 
deceased poetts faults. "It is absolutely horrible.; •• with what cool 
delibera teness he charges upon Mr. Poe the basest and most CIl.1BhClnaral)lAItac ".I.""uQt-
Griswold was a "prosecuting attorney ••• a judge ••• pronouncing the 
11 Ibid., 228. 
NotelFor discrepancies in the Griswold Edition of the Literati, in 
Poe letters affixed to the Memoir, and for other forgeries, see also Quinn, 
229, 279-282, lt44-hSo, 669-(71) Killis Campbell, !ll! ~ .2! ~ !!!! other 
I~~~' cambridge, Mass., 1913, 88-89. John W. Ostrom, The Letters of Edgar 
Cambridge, Ma ... , 1948, I, 290-291, II, 490-491, a.m "Another 
~.wI1fQ'. LQ in a Poe Lett.er," ~, LVIII, May-, 194.3, 394-.396. William F. 
The .!:!f! or J!igar Allan f2!, New York, 1877, 228 It. J John n. Ingram, !!!! 
_ ... Jr. OfEdCar Allan Poe, London, 1899, 1, xxxii, xliv, lxi, lxx:dx. In 
fS PU"!Iee frOM Correspondence, 26S, see Jane E. Locket. letter to .M. 
Hewitt .. JuneL3 .. ~J also In Pas~es, see 267-268: Richard Henry wllCIWUU"q 
the accusations that Griswoldtorged documents, saying that they are 
extant and prove hie integrity. Griswold's biographer, Joy Bayless, R. W 
p::~~, 180-181. does not dertT that alterations were made in Poe's -
12 Ibid. 
-
sentence of death. lIlJ John R. Thompson, who had appeared on the defensive side 
• 
in November, 1849, temporized his opinion in thE! September issue of the ~~~ 
~J the Memoir was truthful, he conceded, and U' GrillW'old had withheld the 
"hard things" he had to say of Poe's character it would have been "as palpable 
a departure from. an honest estimate of the poet, as a direct misstatement of 
any of his qualities. ,,14 Yet eight yeal'S later Thompson was to oharaoterize 
the violent Ed~h Review essay, which was but repeating in more vioious 
terminology the data of the Memoir, as "one of the most truculent and ummrraJl'lw 
able attaoks upon the dead that the records of literature can furnish. H15 
The month following the publication of the Memoir, L. G. Clar~6 of 
the Knickerbocker returned to the front. Seizing upon the assaults in the 
Griswold biography, he reworded them without losing their flavor. "According 
to the authentic records of this volume," he stated in ORe oharge, "we find Poe 
abusing am leaving a generous patron, for refusing to honor drafts whioh bad 
13 Cf. Quinn, Poe, 677, and Campbell" ~ 2! Poe, 79. The writer 
of the protest was probab~the editor of the !2!!, Henry Peterson. 
14 Quotation found in Campbell, ~ 2! Poe, 79. 
l4a Chivers, We of Poe .. 22, denounces men like ThOlllpson and Uol. ..... ..a1 .. , 
well do I know that BiZzii:ds must bave somewhere to roost. • •• I 
now • • • to those • • • dispioable [fir J souls Who pretend to defend 
OIl the still more basic principle of wU ng the world to believe that they 
What they are not nor ever were--the faithful Apostles of his greatness." 
1S John R. thoMpson, The Genius and Character of Edgar Allan Poe, 
., J. H. Whitty and J. H. RindH'eisoh, RiChmond, 1929,S. Thomp8on compares 
nth Dr. Johnson (40): -Dr]e lacked sympathy. • •• A wayward impulse 
neglectful of the inexorable duties of 11te. 1f He alao added that Ren"Y 
II08t despioable trait of the literary pretender, was no part of his DB.llOure.r 
16 "Literary Notices," Knickerbocker, IIXVI, October, l8S0, 370-372 
been gi Ten to pay losses at the gaming-table. It Going along with his z:everend 
friezxi, Clark editorialized: "His is a melancho~ history, but it is not with ... 
out its lessons, which rightful.ly regarded, may prove salutary- to the young, 
the impulsive, and the gifted.,,17 
John Sange18 in the United States Y..agazine ~ Democratic Review, 
accepted the Memoir version of the poet's life but protested the venom with 
which it was recounted l "He is in the graTe. Let him lie so. • •• Let us 
his works. • •• We ••• would wish our readers not to rattle his bones 
read his books. • •• Let us end with a. verse of 0l1l' OWlU 
'Tho all spleen's arrows straight he hurltd 
At mankind's breast, to you 
A cry--in COlMlOll with the world-
Pries pour le malheureux •• 19 
In England the Westminster Rev1ew20 for January, 1852, published a 
of Poe t s works, placing his name first in the list of contemporary 
a.uthors. The reviewer suggested that Poe's genius would be more 
conceded !tnow that the grave has closed over his follies. • •• [HJis 
.-mlu ..... presents such a sad picture of a tempest-tossed life so fatally wrecked 
17 ~., 370,372. 
18 Itltigar Allan Poe," The United States MaS!zine and Democratic 
XXXVII .. December, 18~O, 5L2-544; :ffXfIlf, January, 1~, l)6:69J 
_11 ... '... 1851, 162-172. The story ran in three months' issues; the article is 
19 Ibid., 172. 
20 "Contemporary Literature of America," Westminster Review, LVII .. 
1852, 305-308. The article has been attributed by malv persons to 
~~:Ud. although he denied ite authorship. See '.l'~1 A Boston L1ter~ 
I, May 1, ·18,2, 288, wherein a "strildng8Iiiiilarlty of style li between 
.... _ f8 International !!yazine and the Westminster Review articles is noted. 
.... Boston editor. 
t last, as must fUl his very enemies with pity, but no longer with PFejudice 
soorn." Poe was "aesthetically deficient, whl.ch, with more serious 
of a moral nature, effectually dried up the fountains of inspiration, and 
with falsehood bis ablest efforts. • •• According to the compa!'\Y he 
thrown into, his personal character was alternately that of a seraph or a 
.. 21 
• 
Charles Chauncey Burr,22 editor of .!h! Nineteenth Centurz, answered. 
Febru.ary, 1852, the habitual charge that Poe was nwtthout heart." He 
.jiIIYDrl!!!8IllBa his belief that the poet had been "in the core of his heart, a 
single-minded, lOving kind of man ••• a vfI1!Y gentle, thoughtful, 
refined, and modest kind ot man," who with his faults and mal\Y 
pJ8WU'le55eI5, also possessed Ita congregation of virtues which made him lOVe<!- as 
as admired by those who knew h1l1l best. ,.23 &lrr incorporated within his 
1Hr"-'-~'-'-'" the letters of Poe to Mrs. Clemm describing bis wretchedness, his 
................ -1.,", and illness. The editor apologized to the woman for the necessity of 
bare "the agonies of a heart overfiotd.ng with kilXiness, gratitude and 
__ ._ .• " but he felt that such revelations as Poe had made to his mother-in-law 
best depict the true Situation.24 
In l~h, 1852, there strode to the scene of conflict the sensational 
21 ~., 306. 
"Character of li'dgar A. Poe," Nineteenth Centuq, V, February, 
23 ~., 21. 
24 Burr had prOTed. a friend in need in 1849 while the poet was in 
~lC1elph1a. See Poe's letter to Mrs .. Clemm in Nineteenth Cen~, V, 30-31. 
20 
French 'prophet of Edgar Poe, Charles Baudelaire. 25 The excited Parna.'1s1an had. 
discovered in the A&'!lerican his alter ego, his s~ce of inspiration, his 
thoughts-already-expressed. He immediately published his sentiments in a 
len«thy article that ran in the Maroh and April numbers of Rewe 2! Pari~.26 
Baudelaire introduced Poe to fellow Parisians as the martyr-poet who had been 
stifled to death in the alien atmosphere of America. Quoting Alfred de Vigny 
as having proved that Ifla plaoe du poete n test • • • dans une republique," he 
added his own "persuasion que la que EtatB-Unis fuerunt pour Poe una vaste oage, 
un grand etablissement, et qutU fit toute sa vie de sinistres efforts pour 
chapper a l'ini'luence de oette atmosphere antipathique • .,27 The F'renchman had 
~sh words for a system. in which he concluded a writer must condescend to the 
~1ebian taste "trop au...c.iessus du vulgaire," and live under the pressure of 
!magazine dead-lines. IfLe temps at l'argent," he expostulated, condemn1ng the 
25 Q. W. Stonier, "The Case of Poe," .!!! Statesman!!!! Nation, lXIV, 
!August 29, 1942, 143 J cla1ms it was while BaUdelaire was in a tavern drinking 
IWhiskey and reading Punch that he became interested in Poe, and the "legend of 
Poe the Great" was conceIVed. 
26 Charles Baudelaire, "Edgar Allan Poe, Sa Vie at Sea Ouvrages, tf 
~evue 2! Paris, VI, March, 1852, 138-156; VII, April, 1852, 90-110. 
27 Ibid., VI, 139. 
Note:--other critics have since expressed similar ideas: J. S. 
~ilson" If The Young Man Poe" tt Virginia Qt:!rterq Review, II, April, 1926, 238-
~39} writes that when the three Weird Sisters were m:tilng a "heli-broth," the 
third one, "malignant enough, H added "the prOT1.nci.al.1sm, the toadyism, the 
puerility of American literary standards, and the snobbery and cant of American 
BoCial life of Poe's environment.1f 
George Sampson, "The l11sfortu.nes of Poe," l'l!! Bookman, LXII, January, 
1926, 199, asserts: "If ever a person should not have been b'Orn in the United 
States of America it was Edgar Al.la.n Poe. All his instincts were &lropean •• 
•• Nowhere was he so truly alien as in the land of his birth. q 
T. S. Eliot, ~ !.2! 12 ~al'!7' New York, 1948, 9, declares that Poe 
~s a kind of displaced European, that no other writer of eminence had drawn 80 
~ittle from his native roots. 
i::.l 
materialism that suffocated re,uus. 28 At the conclusion of his biographical 
• 
sketch in the April issue of Revue 9! Paris, Baudelaire advised other poets to 
pray as he did to his idol who "intf.'Tcedera pour vous.,,29 Poe's twin star effec-
tually opened ne,., lands of 11 terary conquest for the poet by overriding the 
opprobrium that embalmed his name,JO and by pointing out his literary merits to 
all who would listen.31 Though he accepted ~le Memoir biography as authentic, 
its narrator was for him the tlcur" who had canmitted "une immortelle infamie." 
In London, Tait's Magazine for April, 1852, commented on "the Americar 
28 Ibid., 141. 
2& C. H. 11oore, "The Case of Poe and His Critics," ~ Dial, XLVII, 
November, 1909, )68, declares, "The Americans have not poetic htlllads:--!t wan 
Poe's misfortune that he, the most sensitive ••• of the children of genius, 
had to te dropped into • • • the domain of the Dollar." 
See also Charles Baudelaire, Nouvelles Histoires Extraordinaires rei' 
Ed~ard ~oe, 1Taduction de Charles BaUdelaIre, VI, of Oeuvres Completes, P&r s, 
n.d., I; he condemned Poe's country as "cette cohue de vendeurs et acheteurs, 
ce sans nom, oe monetre sans tete, ce deporte derriere l'Ooean, Etat'· 
29 Revue ~ Paris, VII, April, 1852, 110. 
29a. Ludwig Lew1sohn, !!2! StOry 5?!. American Literature, New York, 
1932, 157-158, sees Poets herald as a "psychical, and phYsical masochist with 
the mentality of a monk of the dark ages who records in his diaries his deter-
mination to let no morning pass without praying for the intercession of his 
father# his sister and Edgar Allan Poe." 
Cf. Nicholas Joost, "Poe as Patron Saint," Poetrl, LXXXI, January, 
1953, 241-251. 
30 In "The Satanic Streak in Poe's Genius," Current Literature, 
XLVIII, January, 1910, 93-96, the anonymous critic sums up Baudelaire as "the 
~chpriest of literary diabolism," and his herb, Poe, as the "poet of hell." 
31 W. C. Brownell, American Pros.,! Writers, 2nd ed., New York, 1923, 
217, believes that Poe's romantic life story is partially responsible for 
foreign recognition: "(AJn exotic may make an appeal out of all proportion to 
its intrinsip value and interest," and Alfred Noyes, "Edgar Allan Poe," The 
[Bookman. LXXII, June, 1927, 157-160, considers" Poets "European reputationnan 
tun.'1a.ppy sea-change. Compare Brownell's "exoticismlt 'With a more recent version 
IOf James Hafley, "Edgar Poe in Context," ~Republ:tc, CXXXI, July 19,1954,2o-21~ 
22 
celebrity's life and writings as being "sutficiontly eccentric to render 
• 
interesting a sketch of the former and a brief ~stimate of ~le latter. n)2 The 
Griswold pattern of character delineation was followed, but without the v1t':lper' 
ative tone of the more aggressive literary reviewers. Quoting the clergyman's 
descriptive account-ItHe walked the streets in madness or melancholy, with lips 
moTing in indistinct curses, or with eyes upturned in passionate prqer--never 
for himself, far he felt ••• that he was already dumed"-the critic wondered. 
and rerretted that "so much intellectual power should coex1st with so much 
moral wea.lmess. In his character there existed at once strongest common-sense 
and wretchedest £ol17J it was steeped at once in depravity and poetry. II)) 
Roused by Tait's and ~est.minster's repetition of the poet's "night of 
frenzy" at Mrs. Whitman·s-...w1th the necessity of a police summons-We A. Pabodil, 
who had been one of the opponents of the Wh1tman..Poe alliance, was nevertheless 
constrained to remonstrate. In a letter to the l!! !s!:! _'l'ri;;...;;;.;;;b .... une ........ , June 2, 
1852,34 he test1t1ed: "I am authorized to 883, not only from IrI' pet'sonal 
knavledge but also from the statements of ALL who were conversant with the 
affair, that there exists not a shadow of a foundation for the stor~es above 
i 
I 
alluded to." He also declared, "Mr. Poets friends have no desire tp palliate 
his faults, nor to conceal the fact of his intem.perance--a vice ••• never 
habitual to him. • •• With the single exception of this fault ••• his 
conduct, during the period ot my acquaintance wit.h him, was invaria)].y' that of 
)2 Reprint in Littell's Liv1p.g Age, XXXIII, May, 1852, 4 ~2-424 • 
.33 ~., 424. 
J4 !!!! B!!.!9!:! Tribune, Monday, June 7, 1852, 6. The 1 ~tter was 
written June 2. 
23 
a ~An of honor and a gentleman." Pabodie ventured to suggest that Griswold bad 
• 
not actua,lly intended to give so raistaken 8.n imp!'eeslon of the poet, and that 
now, in possession of the facts of the case, he would do what he could "to 
rem~ve an undeserved stigma from the memory of the departed.,,35 Angered at the 
reprimand of the prominent Providence lawyer, Griswold countered with threats 
of disclosures embarrassing to the distinguished Whitman family and of even 
viler revelations of Poe's character if the "reputable person" did nc)t l.m.'l1edi-
ately mod1.ty his statements in another letter to the Tribune. But P~lbodie 
retracted nothing; instead, he wrote Griswold, reaffirming his previ<)us 
declarations and adding that he himself had been present in the WhltJJ.rtan house 
on the night in questton-wnlch, incidentally, was not the evening ~.~fore tht;; 
"intended bridal"-and that "there vas no nOise, no disturbance, no lioutrage. t.3 ~ 
Griswold ms:y ha.ve admitted defeat} at least., he ceased hostilities O~l the point, 
for at thie time his own domestic tragedies were getting public attelltion, am 
charges of bribery in the matter or his divorce had begun to assaU him. in 
print. It was a bitter atniction for a man of such literary and SD<rl.al 
prestige.31 
35 ~. 
36 Cf. Gill, The Life of ~ Allan Poe, 22$. 
See also Sarah-whitmantS-denInI of this charge in her letutrs to !~s. 
Hewitt on the subject, in Stanley T. Williams, ftlew Letters about POE~," Yale 
~evie1!, XIV, July, 192$, 1,,-713. . -
31 Ten years atter his first wife's death Or1811Old "gave bis name I! 
to Charlotte Myers in 1845, ignorant of the fact she had no right to marry. Out 
of deference to the unfortunate woman t s family he attempted to _inUlin the out-
ward semblance Gf a marriage for seven years, but Charlotte would no1. cooperate 
in the subterfuge. In 1852, Griswold obtained. a divorce without diVl;llging the 
real reason for it .. and he was charged with bribery. Meantime his eldest 
daughter b;y the first marriage was alienated from him by the ft\yers f~wily. Whell 
GriswG1d remarried in 1855, an organized calumny led. by Mrs. Ellet (Poels evil 
In October Qf 1852, the Poe-scar.ds.l aosumed an inttiresting va.riant • 
• 
National Macazine,38 under the title, itA Great !:'In Self-w.r·eckGd," devised 
colorful theories about Poe'e early lite. The young man had been sent to 
college "amply provided with money,,;39 a.t Charlottesville were to be fourxi hard 
drinkers, daring gamblers, dissolute and extravagant students, but Poe was "mon 
wild and desperate than they all." Despite promises of reform, when his "oom-
panions tempted and wine allured ••• he _braoed the fUthy siren, and so fell. 
In."rtea.d of coming home from the university with honors, he vas S1.J.lJU'llarily 
expelled." An acoount of the alleged St. Petersburg inoident was followed by 
a. fictionized version of Poets return to the United States: "The first to greet 
him on his l.and.1ne was his old patron, the merohant. • •• But he took the 
wanderer to hiB arms, and led him back to the quiet hOl'Ml he had quitted 
geniu.s also}J and by his brother-in-law and a friend, publicized his "bigamy," 
and local papers carried reports of an "unparalleled history of v:UlaiDy by a 
clergyJDan." His wife and friends were harassed for three years with anozvaous 
derogatory notes. The oampaign broke his health and brought on his early death. 
See Ru.f'us W. ('4"iswold" statement of the Relations of Rufus W. Griswold, 
Ph1ladelphia., 18$6" and Bayless, Griswold, i4Ii-22;-224-23o'; 2~1. 
38 "A Great Man Self-Wrecked, It The National .ff!g!zine, I, October, 
1852, )62-365. Article unsigned. -
39 Ibj~d., 362. 
39a Quinn .. Poe, no, quot.es a letter from Poe to Mr. Allan with an 
~temized account of iriIiIal expenses at the university. For board, classes, 
room rent, bed, and furniture, $148 had to be paid in advance. That amount did 
not allow for fuel, laulXlry', and the servant which every respectable young man 
was expected to have. The mini.nrum e:xpenses tor a year came to ~U50. But Allan 
sent his foster-son to college nth $UO. That Poe understated rather than 
exaggerated the t11WlQia.l demands is seen .from the list of requirements as 
stated by Philip J.. Bruce" Histoq.2! ~ nniversity .2! Vi.rSinia. New York, 1920 
II, 78-79. It has been suggested that Poe ;:mtiled partly, perhaps, in s.n e£fort 
~o meet his i.J'JlllGdiate needs. But the gamble was always a loss. 
2, 
ungraeiously.n40 After fatlUl"e at West Point, Poe returned to the home of his 
foster-father, "and was again received with open.arms." Ml-. Allan later, how-
.-
ever, was compelled to dismiss his protege because of a mysteriou.s scandal. 
connected with the second Mrs. Allan. Repeatedl.y Poe "forfeited the respect of 
employers aDd the- sympathy of friends, through his devotion to the accursed 
bottle I " It". became a "confirmed drunkard, with onl.Jr now and then a fitful hour 
••• to throw oft on paper the vagaries" of' his imagination. The writer 
e.mpbasized the authenticity ot his narrative with "READm,-What you have read 
is n<l fiction. flot a single circumstance here related, not a solitary event 
here recorded, but happened to EDGAR ALlAN POE, one of the most popular and 
imagilative of our writers. tt4l 
In Jbrcb of 18,3, the Natioral }hgazi.ne42 carried an unsigned article 
stating that it was dif'ficul.t "to write satisfactorU.r" of Poe because so much 
was unsatisfactory- in his life. The Memoir theme was repeated, but with 
apparent sympathy for the underpaid author} if he had sinned before, he was 
being punished tor it now, for "'What worse punishment can he have had than that 
of being a poor author?,,43 The critic judged past memoirs of the poet "singu-
larly superficial • • • cruel, needlessly oru.el. We dissect the dead • • • to 
detect the cause of their disease, that it ~ be a lesson, a warning to us." 
40 Ibid., 363. 
Ct. tliI.i version with the Memoir, Literati! XI "His meeting with Mr. 
A.l1an was not ver:r cordial, but that gentleman dec red himself ld.ll.irJg to 
serve him in aJ:IT way that should seem juci1cious." 
41 Ibid., ,363-364. 
-
42 Richard. Henry Stoddard, "&!gar Allan Poe," .TI!! National Mipzine, 
II, }1arch, 1853, 193-200. Article uns1gned.. 
43 ~., 195. 
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It was his theory that the instability in Poets early family life and later the 
• 
poverty through which he anguished were at leas~ partly responsible for his 
drinking. Then he conjectured: 
att the real key of the lI\Ystery is after all to be found in his 
pecul1ar temperament, and in the analytical turn of his mind, which 
seems to have utterly lacked the moral sense. • • • [ HJ e seems to 
have never had any practical knowledge of morality. He was an 
intellect, not a man; he had a brain, but not a heart. • • • Con-
science seems seldom to have spoken to him. • •• The radical 
depravity of a simply analytica.l mind, and the misfortunes of a 
broken llfe made Poe sometimes a drunkard. That he was not a 
confirmed drunkard is testified by all his friends and acqu.a~­
&nCea, and proved b7 the excellence and bulk ot his wr1 tinge. 
'l'he diagnostician 'Volunteered further that Poe was so nervous of temperament 
and fraU of physique "that what would har~ exhil.arate another man made him 
frantic. A single glass of wiDe would intoxicate him; he has even been known 
to have been intoxicated by strong coffeelll-An amazing statement tor the criti4 
who would write so harehly of Poe later.-The article was concluded with a poem 
the writer had composed at the time ot Poe's death, the last three lines of 
which were 
Let U8 torget the path he trod, 
And leave him now, \.t:" 
With his Maker-GodJ";;1 
L1 terary reviews' treatment ot POfJ' s character proved so sensational 
too t a British editor in prefacing a volume of his poems regretted printing a 
history of the infirmities "universally attributedtl to him, and hinted that it 
vIaS difficult to secure "detaUs of the better part of Edgar's lite." He 
queried, "[fi]ave they not in America, as here, a. rule at Cemeteries [sic] that 
44 ~., 197-198. 
45 ~., 200. 
'no dogs are adadtted",,46 Chamber's Journal of February, 1853, reto~ 
vigorously I 
Very recently, his [poe's] poems alone have been republished in 
. England, with a brief prefatory essay, in which ••• the moral of 
27 
his lite is obviously mistaken. • •• Mental phUosophy will scarcely 
enable us to account for the oonsistency of a fine sense of the 
beautiful, both in physiC1:J and in lIlOI'als, with an extreme practical 
demoralization. • • • [N]ever, we believe, was genius allied to vice 
in ~, grosser forms lIlore apparent than in the career of Edgar Allan 
Poe. 
The usual biographical details reminded the reader that Mr. Allan t s 
kindness was repaid ~th insults and ingratitude of the worst description"; 
there were "continued periods of dissipation, intervals of sobrietY'," and after 
Virginia's death, Poe became "desperate13 depraved, reckless, and. mad. tt 
Relative to the Mrs. Whitman-episode, it vas "in a tit of almost incomprehen-
sible brutality," that Poe pertormed in her home. There followed the ineTitabl 
reminder about the moral of this melancho13 history; "the wild license with 
which men like Poe sported with the responeibUi ties of li.f'e," hacldione Satan' s 
work. The "poor inebriate's" poems were "pauses in a lawless life"; his "geniw 
)ms necessarily infeoted by the depravity of his life"; it vindicated itself bY' 
a protest ot beauty against the "frenzied excesses of a vicious life.,.48 
By February of '54 editor George Gra~9 was again in the front linel 
of the conflict. He offered the SU~2.e8tion that the dead man might have a righ 
46 James Hanny, Isq., !1!! Poetical Works .2! Edgar Allan f2!, London, 
1853, prefaoe, xxiv. 
47 Reprint in L1ttell's Livins Age, nXVII, AprU, 1853, 157. 
48 ~., 158, 159, 161. 
49 "The Genius and Characteristics of the Late Edgar Allan Poe," 
Qraham's ~zine, XLIV, February, 1854, 216-22,. 
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to pri'ftCy in his tailings and ths.t they had no connection whatsoever with hie 
• 
works nor were they refleQted in them. With aut!tors whose destructive doctrine! 
could contaminate readers, it was permissible to publish their dangerous traits, 
but ifl the case ot Poe, such treatment was the "mere 1mpertinence ot prying." 
Then ~ made bis ke,. statement: "For mentioning bie vices at all ••• 
much less tor dwelllng on them pertinaciously and almost mallgnant,q, there 0&Il 
be no earthly apology or justiticat1on_ n'O Especiall¥ did the editor note that 
other poets' failings were not the usual obsession of journalists. He recalled 
for his readers that Sheridan had been a cheat and 8'WiMler, Burns a seducer anc 
a sot. "Poor Poe. however, was a critic as well as a poet and a genius, and 
living he had reviewed many, who reviewed him when dead. • • .. [HJe vas rarel.y"4 
if ever deliberately, or ot malice • • • unjust or ill-natured. ",1 Gra.ham addee 
that Poe was never a hardened of tender, his passionate remorse testified agains 
that: "His whole lite in tact seems to have been a succession ot struggles at 
self-retOl'fllation and re-establishment." The editor explained that to a temper-
ament like the poet's, temptations were excessiTel\r strong-almost irresistible. 
"In nothing was he moderate"; not in his pasliona, in penitence, nor in his 
agonies. "His resentments were rage, his love adoration, his repentance selt-
so ~., 2l9. 
51 Ibid., 220. 
Note"f"Li.lier contemporary- estimates are interesting. J. E. Dow, 
editor at The fndex, Alexandria, D. C., I, September 25, l84l, ), wrote. 
"Graham's maIn eau;or, Edgar A. Poe ••• 11 the severest O1"1tlo, the beet 
writer, and the most unassWll1ng little rellow in the United states." See also 
Lewis Chase, "A New Poe Letter, It At VI, March, 1934, 66-69. 
A contributor to the Tarrsman and Odd Fellow t s ff!gazine, September, 
1846, I, 10" bera.ted Poe a.s Itthe tomahawk miii;n and "the Comanche ot litera-
ture." See Killis eaq,bell, "Oontemporary Opinion ot Poe," PMLA, XXXVI, June, 
1921, 152. 
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abasement, his sorrcrw utter despondency and wretchedness ... 52 Graham ~escribed 
Poe's poverty and the neoessity of his overworke? nature's seeking escape in 
wine-which was "lit.-ally the cup of frenzy" for hina.53 His wife adored himJ 
his mother-in-law was unwearied in her love and praise ot him. Such affection 
"is the truest, as it is the best of epitaphs." Jealousy was not to be thought 
ot in his critical attacks, except perhaps" in the case of Longfellow} yet, ever 
here it vas not really jealousy, ~ the critic's disposition to ferret out 
plagiaries, because this idiosyncracy vas suited to his sOJ'Utinizing, analytical 
mind.54 
The following month an .b;ysterical pronouncement by the Rev. George 
GUfillan under the pseudonym "Apollodorua," appeared in the Critic, London 
Literary Jountal~5 The clergyman concurred with Cowper that "'poets are a 'Very 
worthless, wicked set of people' t • • and • • • Edgar Poe • • • was probably 
~ IIlost worthless am wicked of all his fraternity." A character delineation 
~s then in order I 
He was no more a gentleman than he was a saint. His beart was as 
rotten as his conduct was infa.'1'I.0U8. • •• He had absolutely no virtue 
or good quality, unless you call remorse a virtue, and despair a 
52 Ibid., 220. 
-
53 ~... 220-221. 
54 ~ ... 221-222. 
5ba Chivers blames Graham as doing a greater injury than "the most 
!lnveterate maligner" for apologizing for Poets charges of plagiarism without 
~vestiga.tion. His "very lame linlogy [s1c] which defends Longfellow at the 
~Xpense of Poe" is "thereby damning himi[1oe '7 with faint praise." (T4::!e of Poe, ~8.) ~ --
55 Reprints in Littell's Liv1!lS !g~j LXI, AprU, 1854" 166-171; 81M" 
~, AprU, 1854, 249-253. !fie artic!8 was iI"io published in George Gilfillan" 
~!hird Gallerz E! Portzoait~, Edinburgh, 1854, 374~3B8. 
,)0 
grace. • •• He showed himself ••• a 0001, calculating, deliberate 
blackguard. • •• Poe had not one spark of genuine tenderness, Unless 
it vere for his wite, whose heart, nevertheless, and oonstitution, he 
broke--hurrying her to a premature gl'ave, that he might write 'Annabel 
Lee' and t The Raven". •• One Idght call him one of the Gaderene 
swine, tilled with §6devU ••• but none could del\'{ that he was a 
Isw:f.ne of genius. I tt' 
continuing the diatribe, ttApollodorus" vociferated, "Poe was a.s lloenti.ous as 
he was intemperate ••• he tempted the devil." He designated the poet as a 
"demoniac, 'exceeding fierce, and dwelling &mOl"€ tombs'. • •• He died, as he 
had lived, a raving, oursing, self-condemned, consoious cross between the fiend 
and the genius. tt With peculiar Christian fierceness for a. clergyman, Hr. 
GUfillan uttered a prayer for his "Mephistopheles": "Lord, why didst thou male. 
this man in vain? • •• [I{]is errors have received the reward that was meet; 
and we cannot but say, ere we close, Peace even to the well-nigh putrid dust of 
Edgar poe."'7 
In March of 18,6, the Lordon Athenaeu~ reviewed WUld.e Collins' After 
.p.!!:! and indulged in personalities by' comparing Collins and Poe. "The d1f'ter-
enae in the quality of character between the two JI&'l makes itself felt in their 
works, for it is the personal character that gi'V'U permanence to the works of 
genius. It,8 
The ~lorth American Review, "that t.ma.gnarrl.mous cabal' which encircled 
Boston, 'the llttle Athena 'of the mid.nineteenth century, .59 presented for its 
,6 ttEdgar Poe, If LiTing Aile, LXI, 166. 
57 ~.. 171. 
58 Rev1ev of After Dark by WUk1e Collins, Athenaeum, No. 1479, 
I'larch 1, 1856, 260. -
59 Horace Gregory in The Shield of AchUles, New Yorkl 1.944, 65, 
quotes Poets epithet for the Nor~Americaii~ev1ew. 
readers in October, 18;6,60 a very long, scathing repetition of the MtJmo1r 
biography with, however, the University of foK.aryl.!1nd substituted for VirginiaJ 
/ 
a jury of Poe-benefactor. was Clonjured up to recall the dead protege's ingrati-
tudes. The wri tar of the article added: 
In vain do we look in his case for any unusual. temptations or 
peculiarity of position, which might extenuate, if they could not 
juetity hie gross immoralities, his inf,-ratitude to his guardianA and the Ishmaelit1sh p08ition which he so long held with the world. 1 
The reason offered that Poe produced so little impression on his own times was 
that "people were nothing to him." The fact that he had so few friends at the 
time of his death led to an inquiry of his social qualities, and the general 
response was: 
lIe was irascible, cynical, suspicious, supercilious, enviOUS, and 
untruthful. Whereupon Mr. N. P. Will1s •• " affirmed. 'there was 
~oodneSS in Edg~2A. Poe, t which affirmation ••• bears ••• "the 
{tweet 1r0l\Y. 
The "one o&sis" in Poets dark history was hi. "gentle home-aharacter. II But 
even here it was the inheront goodness of the gentle women who never hurt or 
angered him that was the basis of his apparent goodness; they could testify tha 
he was good. because they never had. occa.sion to know him otherwise. Poe pos ... 
sessed "in its most virulent forra, the.:!!!! 2! geniy," that is, the olaim to 
60 North American Review, LXXXVIII, October, 1856, 427-455; review. 
The article is unsigned but 'Samuer-Allibone in A Critical Dictionar~ ~1sh 
Literature and British and .American Authors Li~ and Deceased, P delphia, 
!S70, ff, J.m,' namett r-.fii: I. Vale Smith as author.A oorrespondent of the 
Cos'!?Pol1tan Art Journal, I.. June, 1857, 112, refers to the harm that "Mrs. 
Sndtt'e iii=tic"i'ei \Viet done; the editor pointe out that it is not the composition 
of Mrs. Oalces Smith who had written earlier a "discriminating critique." 
61 ~.. tl5o-1~51. 
62 ~., 452-453. 
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exemption "from tbe ordinary rules of morality." And in concl.usion tile critic 
decided, "We find in him great mental power, but. no mental hoo.lth. • •• Rathel 
than remember all, we should choose to forget all that bEl has ever 1written. ,,63 
In reply to "that venerable and excellent Quarterly, rt the I North 
Amerioan Review, }1r. L. A. Gode,.,64 editor of !!!.! !!dlts ~, wro~e the 
Knickerbocker in January, 18,7 .. to say that he was Knot to be COunt11td in among 
I 
those in Philadelphia to whom the late Edgar A. Poe proved faithlesls, in his 
I 
business and literary intercourse." Poets conduct toward that gentleman "was 
I 
in all respects honorable and unblameworthy. ,,65 
A canadian journal66 saw in Poe, "the eccentric and tfa~rd child ot 
geniu8,· a "writer of whom, it America may not be proud, it is only I because the 
strange moral obliquity of the man, [SiC] has steeled the hearts of hie country 
men against that pride. "67 Poe was the Charles Lamb of America in his affecta-
tion of seriousness in dealing with a jest, and that sober and deliperate 
purpose ot laugt-.ing in his sleeve at the literary lies he successtu:Uy palmed 
upon the most credulous ot publics." The writer felt that the poet had been 
"coarsely anatomieed lt by individuals too eager to darken his li!e-plcture. "Fo 
this there can be no excuse • tor he has not spent his ge.niu8 t in th. cause of 
vice • .68 
6) Ibid., 4,4-455. 
-
61, .!2! Knickerbooker, lLIX~ January, lSS7, 106, &titor's Table. 
65 Thid. 
66 Dan Wilson, "Review, tI The Canadian Journal .2! Industr~r., SCience, 
!!!!~, n.e. II, March, 1857" l03-lWe 
67 ~., 10.3. 
J..A n....cA 1nt. 
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~ Qosmopolitan ~ Journal69 began agitation for a ~ope~ monument 
to the memory of the man who did so :JlUch for A.T!le.rioan Literatllre," and i." March 
lB57~ expressed satisfaction with the response. The New York 11-",e5 had endorse 
----~ ""-
the movement and called for the formation of an Association, [!3iC] all proceed 
favorably. "But a. writer in the '!«>l"th. AMerj can Review) I devoting an article t 
Hr. Poe, rejuvenated the grossest history of the man, and in a most cold, 
unfeeling manner, denied the propriety of anyrnom.unent to his memory. • • • 
It does not seem decent ••• to treasure up a hate, which would. even deny the 
dead poet a grave-stone." The editor quoted a letter from another magazine 
which proffered financial aid and made the com,nent, "Let no mockery of the cold 
heartless pietist deter us from prosecuting this matter. u70 
W. Moy Thomas71 in a letter to the editor of !h! Train, April, 1857, 
was the first Englishman to weigh the Griswold Memoir cn tically. He proposed 
"to say a few words upon what has already been said on the subject" of the life 
and character of ltigar Poe. Admitting he was not a Poe enthusis.st, he confess 
to curiosity aroused by rumors of "the reputed wild and dissolute lU'en of the 
Transatlantio genius. 
Knowing as I did, how tenderly modern biography deals with the 
departed, I was curious, I say, t.o learn what honest tongue had 
dared to tell theae ~atable truths. • • • What man, within a 
few months after his LPoe t V decease, had been braTe enough to paint 
the author of ''!'he Raven' as a liar, a libertine, a drunkard .. a 
69 The Cosl'!1o,po11tan Art. Journal, I, March, 1857, 83. 1.'here is no 
title and -the i'riicle is u.nsign'8d: 
70 ~. 
71 "F.dga.r Allan Poe," !h! Train, III, April, 
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slanderer, and a coward? He presented himself to my ~I I con:-
fess, as a problem no less wonderful than Poe himself. 
34 
In modern ~Iark-Anthony style, Mr. Thomas subtly satirized Griswold*s 
sense of responsibility and natural hesitancy in undertaking the task of serv-
ing as Poets executor. The "Christian Clergyman" was officially appointed by 
Poe himself to edit his works. Griswold expressed clearly' his reluctance to 
perform the task: he was a very busy man; one can appreciate his position and 
repugnance in tulfilling his function. Following the publication of the Memoir 
"'t"ere not the poet's most ecstatic friends all aUent?" Did not that fact 
establish consent to the picture as the biographer presented it? "Did not the 
He..ll1oir reproduce the portrait of the Reverend Editor and Executor till all the 
world has seen and Imows it at first sight?ft13 Then with sudden change of tone 
the writer expostulated: 
God forbid that I should be in haste to say that Mr. Griswold has done 
wilful injustice to the mem.ory of Poe. • •• That a man may 'love 
beauty only,. and become a glorious derll, large in heart and brain; 
that he may attain the highest culture, yet be in dail.,y 11fe the 
vilest-is a fact of )lhich, if true, few men, I hope, would desire to 
multiply the proofs.14 
Thomas averred, "Now it is right that Enf!:lish readers should know what even 
12 Ibid., 194. 
Note-;--s'tudents of the Griswold biography will concur fully with Mr. 
Thomas's observation. "Rute Gris," as Horace Greeley affectionately dubbed his 
erratic but talented friend, committed many literar,y indiscretions and harbored 
many personal animosities in his sto~ career. The Poe-controversy which he 
aroused ~ only one episode in his busy life," declares Bayless, Griswold, 
210. 
H. L. Mencken, Shock of Reoo~tion. ed. Edmund Wilson, t~w York, 
1943, 1210, categorizes him. as "that a it fabulous ass-a Baptist minister 
turned taster of the beautiful • ." He says Griswold was the typical American 
critic of those days. 
13 ~., 19~. 
14 ~., 19~-196. 
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American readers .,appear to have forp,otten"--that in 1849 there were prompt 
defenses, the Memoir was repudiated, that other kinds of ~~aracterizations were 
given. He pointed out the unp,enerous assertions of the Hemoir and added grimly 
that the Reverend Rufus Griswold was "not without a reverend counterpart on thi! 
side of the Atlantic. 1I75 
'!'he June number of Cosmopolital! 16 announced its progress with plans 
for the Poe monument and named the members of the "Monument Association. II It 
also avowed its refusal to have any part with the "cold. scalpel-like crusade 
of the 'North American Review. I We feel that the great .American public looks 
upon these notices of the dead with aversion and disgust. • • • Let these 
critics whose pens are dipped in gall be brought into the light, and show them-
selves pure, ere they dare to cover the grave of Edgar Allan Poe with infantr.,t1'i 
The effects of the North American Review essay were lamented by a South Carolin2 
correspondent in the same number of the Journal; his appeals for monument funds 
made in several magazines had met with little encouragement, and he attributed 
the apathetic response to "Mrs. Smith's" caustic article "which has had consid-
erable influence in turning readers t minds." 78 
15 ~., 197. This comment probably refers to Gilfillan and Boyd. 
76 .!1!.!. Cosmopolitan !!:! Journal, I, June, 1851, 112. 
77 ~. 
78 Ibid. See page 31 n. 60 of thesis for reference to supposed 
author of NortIiAiiierican I\eview article. 
Cf. James Branch Cabell in Let ~ M:!, New York, 1947, 131, for part 
of the cause of southern apathy to a. monument. Ca.beU states that Richmond. dis-
!approved of Poe "because he did not adhere to the code customary amone the well 
bred. He was ••• 'tacky. 'II The author elucid8tes the meaning of 'tacky' in 
Rich.'!lond vernacular as being "fargone," "deoayed." He adds that "in Virginia 
there is no word more significant, or more deadly, than is 'tacky. 'If 
Allen Tate, !h! Forlorn Demon, Chicar,o, 1953, BJ, supplements this 
Also in June, a London clergyma.'1, A. K. H. Boyd.79 in Fraser's 
~gaz~ repr1manded James Hanna.y for bis flippant handling of Poe 1 s biography 
in the preface to his 1853 edition or the poems. It was not customar'.1 for 
Englishmen to produce such supercilious accounts, the writer declared. The 
clergyman's own characterization of the poet was astonishing: 
We must go back to the days of the early dramatists • • • before 
we shall find in the histor.1 of literature a!\V parallel to the wild 
and morbid genius, and the reckless and miserable life and death or 
Edgar Allan Poe. Never was there a sadder story than that of his 
wasted opportunities, his drunken degradation, his deepairing efforts 
to reform, his gradual sin1d.ng into lower and lower depths of profli-
gacy and. m1sery ••• his utter lacka8f truth and honour ••• his 
inordinate vani tq, and insane folly. 
Boyd inserted an extenuating feature into the picture and enlarged 
upon W1l1is t s oomment on the poet's dr1n1dngs 
[T]hose who knew Poe best were witnesses of a more amiable aspect of 
his character. • • • We are told by Mr. Willie the. t the slightest 
indulgence in intax1ca.~g liquor was sufficient to convert Poe into 
a thorough blackguard. 
The clergyman then professed that Poe was not Ita responaible agent. It He t-ms 
also "m~ inaane. "82 }fr..Allan 1 s "extraordinary forbearance" lrl. th his 
I protege could not continue indef'in:1te~i therefore, after the second-Mrs. Allan 
affair, his patience vas f1na~ exhausted ldlo "bad repeated:b" forgiven every 
!Version with, "A gentleman and a Southerner, he ws not quite, perhaps, a 
Southern gentleman. It 
79 nFdgar Allan Poe,," Fraser' 8 Ha~1ne, LV" June, 1857" 68h-700. 
The criticts signature is K. P. I. The artIe i8 also inoluded in A. K. H. 
Boyd' s Criti~ Esaal! !!! !. XO~!::Z Par8~n, London, 1867, 2h8. 
80 ~., 68h. 
81 ~., 686. 
82 Ibid. 
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possible f()rnt of recklas~ness, debauchery, and insolence.,,8) With a certain 
amount of smugness the Engl:i.shlllan re.i'I1al'ked of the Poe-F.nglish bout that had bee! 
carriad on in the press in 1846: !tWe have some curious specimens of the tone ir 
which literary oriticism is conducted in America in a. controversy into which Po 
got at thia time with a certain Dr. Dunn English. It Boyd repeated a few sample 
phrases that an American paper was guilty of printing.84 He pronOlUlCed that th~ 
poet ttw"as bad and wretched throughout. • •• He was not fit to be his own 
master. n85 Most startling of all was the conviotion that "He starved his wite 
and broke her heart. He estranged his friends'. • • foully slAndered his best 
benefactors • • • had no faith in man or woman." He also had "no sympathy, no 
honour, no truth." In fact, his was "an utterly evil heart, and a career of 
eullt, misery, and despair. ,,86 
Russell t 8 M'aRazine in November, 18,7, carried an unsigned article by 
83 
84 ~_, 689. 
8ha In the Literati Poe !'lad "used up" Dr. English. That gentleman 
retaliated publicly, arid Poe answered the attack in the ~ ~ (flirror, the 
Philadelphia. S~iri t !!! the Times, and Godjfi t S~1a~ne. Boyd quoted as a sampl. 
o! American cr1ticIsm Poe's denunciation the i or of English's attacks as 
"oozing from the filthy lips of which a lie 1s the oii1y natural language'" 
(689) 
See also Quinn, W' 503-,06, and Francis B. Dedmond, "The War of the 
Literati, n l'&Q. CXCVIII, J ,1953, 303-308. 
Hervey Allen, Israfel, The Life and Times of :Ek:lgar Allan Poe, New 
York, II, 709-110, states that-MrS:-Ellet, '""the' malevolent member of -:the "female 
literati," furnished English with the ammunition for his cruel assaults. See 
also Bayless, Griswold, 142-143. 
85 frFdgar Allan Poe," Praser's, LV, 690. 
86 .!PM-, 100. 
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James \1. Davidson,87 a. South Caroli!",,'l teacher who, aft'9r a cursory ph't"onologica..l 
stlldy of the poet, related that "His was the restless, ldId want of a S01J~ not 
undorstoc?d.,,88 He proceeded to trace with bold strokes his portrait of the 
arraigned poet: 
[~~ character was positive. • •• He is sa.id to have had fa 
fa. facUity of making enemies.' He secured more and more 
bitter enemies than ~~ other American author has ever dared to 
till. And, if there is any one thing the exposition of 'Which a 
man wiLl not forgive it is--the truth. • •• Poe allm~ to 
quackery and stupidity no mercy.; and now, his victims and their 
adherent.s, though they shrank to silence during his li.fetime, 
have rallied like cowards to blurt the~ brawdo over his too-
earl1--but to them how tL~elyS--grave. 
Davidson took to task the writer of the North American Review sketch with his 
nUni versi ty of Haryland" account and the roll call of persons the poet had 
·'offended." He asserted that these "bruited insinuations against Poe, now. 
show only the character of his accusers--o~v an atroo10\lS malignity of heart." 
He added, "If Poets frailties must be thus dwelt upon, in Ood fa name, let them 
be sealed with the sa..."lcM.on of truth. ,,90 Davidson quoted a "gent1enan of New 
York City, a schola.r and a litterateur, as widely known as American literature 
itself, who knew Poe personaJJ.y: 
173. 
tr honestly regard the oalumnies, to which you allude, as unqualified 
falsehoods. • •• In his later days he was a siok lion, and the 
donkeys oame and kioked ~him at whose faintest roar they had 
formerly ned in terror.' 
87 "Edgar Allan Poe, 'I Russell's ;1aeazine, II, November, 1857, 161-
88 ~., 163. 
89 Ibid., 169. 
-
90 ~., 171. 
91 Ibid., 172. 
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The virdication 5.n Russell's lngazine may not have be,:en noticed across 
the AtL:mtic. At any rate, in 'z;he .:follovd.l1[; spring 'Gh(;) ¥inburr;h R.ev¥!:!2 
print.ed e. sCUiTilous account "('lJat savored of the London ministers I tirades. The 
Edgar Allan Poe was :i.ncontesta11l:r one of the most ,~orthless 
persons of whom ~re have any record in the w'orld of letters. 1''iany 
authors have been as idle, many as im:)TOvident; some as drunIcen 
and dissipated; and a few, perhaps, as treacherous and ungrateful. 
Poe l-/aS thn sum total of all ~.:.he 'nces of \'1hich genius was capahle. "He was, 
as lve have said, a blackguard of undeniable mark. fI Fortune had been bountiful 
to him, "I)Jut he defied his good Genius. There was a per"petua1 strife betvleen 
him. and virtue, in -vijlich virtue never i'IDS triumphant." And then the critic 
specified: 
He outraged his benefactor, he deceived his friends, he sacrificed 
his leve,-he became a beggar,--a Ya.c·abond,-the slanderer of a womn, 
-the delirious drunken pauper of a common hospital,-hated by soma-
despised by others--and avoided by all respectable men •••• (T]he 
biography of Poe has satisfied us that the lowest abyss of moral 
imbecility and disrepute was never at~ined until he came, and stood 
forth a vrarning to the times to come. 
After this outburst the essayist a.dmitted having pondered the pallia-
tive fact,s as presented in \<11111s fs and Lowell IS notices, "but the WLi(;ht of 
evidence on the darker side prcved ovcr:.melrrling. n94 The scribe repeated the 
Griswold sketch including Dani(.;l f s "d&rk story" and cou.ld not forbE',ar. edi tori-
alizine tha.t future aut,hors ,,,,ould do weD_ to study the moral of t'ho 5i tuat:'on 
of Poe's 'melancholy history.' 
92 Fllinburr;h Review. CVII, April, 1858, Article V, 419-h42. 'rhe 
article is unsigned and has no title. 
93 ~., 420. 
94 ~., 421. 
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The F..dinburgh essay closed lnth the reflection that, "J'ortunately for 
Ecir,ar Poe, his personal history will be less read, and mll be more short-lived. 
than his fictions, which will probably pass into ma.ny hands, unaccompanied by 
the narrative of his personal exploits~ 1195 The writer who had executed this 
portrait almost twenty years from the time of the poet's death could yet express 
the notion that such a picture would pass into obscurityl The prediction proved 
D.n idle one. So romantic a story was certain to be perpetuated and its contro-
versial subject to supply critics and biOGraphers for decades to come with 
topics for conjecture and dissension. 
Heantime, Mrs. Sarah Whitman, one of Poe's women friends, was prepar-
inr, a defense of the poet that was intended to oounteract the errors rampant in 
critical and popular opinion. It was the first lengthy Vindication to appee.r 
and ~ms acclaimed as representative of the sentiments of Poets closest friends 
and admirers. 
95 ~., 442. 
CHAPTrot III 
CRITICAL DISSENSION CONTINUED 
Sarah Whitman's essay, Edgar ~ ~ ~ Critics,l ~~s published in 
186o--after Griswold's death.2 In a letter to rJfrs. Clemm., Hrs. Whitman wrote 
of her work that, "It is not ••• in a.ny way intended as v. literal and special 
refutation of Dr. Griswold's fabulous stories, but simply as a plea for u 
suspense of judgment. 1I3 'I'he aathor outlined for her friend the preface of her 
"lork, stating: 
Dr. Gris'Wold t s t Memoir of Edgar Poe' has been extensively read and 
circulated; its perverted facts and baseless assumptions have been 
adopted into every subsequent memoir and. notice of the poet, and have 
been translated into many languages. For ten year~ this great wrong 
to the dead has pr.'1ssed unchallenged and unrebuked. 
Mrs. Whitman's essay recreated another portrait of Poe, "not as a 
lonely genius warxiering forlorn in an alien a.nd uncomprehending world--' out of 
space, out of timet--but rather as a man in a considerable degree created by his 
1 Mrs. Sarah Helen Hhitman, Edgar ~ !.!!! l!!! Critics, New York, l86C Ie 
2 As members of the literati, ~~s. Whitman and "Greeley's Friday" 
(Griswold) had been old friends. In December, 1849, believing Griswold to be 
Poe's friend as well a.s hers, Sarah wrote him a letter explaining her broken 
engagement to Poe; she also described the Obituary as an "eloquent sketch" but 
t.ook exception to some of its statements, saying that she herself deemed the 
poet's disposition "more gentle &. [sic] gracious" than the clergyman esteemed 
it. See H. P. Vincent, "A Sarah Helen Whitman Letter about Edgar A.llan POEl," 
!1, nIl, foBy, 1941, 162-167. 
J November 21, 185.9. Cf. letter 22, p. ,0, in Arthur H. Quinn and 
Richard H. Hart, eds_, Fdsar Allan Poe Letters and Documents in the Enoch Pratt 
~ L1brarl, (Scholars i Facslilrl1es -arid Reprint'S), lkW York, 1941-
4 .!!!!:!_; also in w'hitman, &lgar ~ !!!! ~ Critics, preface. 
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age and in no small measure an expression of it.,,5 
., 
In 1860, echoes of the calumnies that r!Jrs. Whitman had observed to be 
"stUl going the rounds of foreign periodicals and • • • still being republished 
at home," were to be found in an early collection of American biographies, wherE 
the poet was described as a "being full of misery, all beaten out upon his own 
anvil ••• [aJlternately a seraph and a brute,-an inspired poet and a grovel-
ling sensual1st,--a prophet and a drunkard. tt6 In contradistinction to such 
hyperboles was the dispassionate appraisal that appeared in 1862 in !h! Sixpe~ 
Hagazine.1 The writer stated that 800n after Poe's death his mother-in-law had 
beseeched her to "tell the truth about Eddie • • • tell the world how great and 
~ood he was." She predicted, "They will defa."lle him-I know they will.,,8 Duril'l£' 
the poet's lifetime the writer hadocc8sionally visited the Poe home, and she 
spoke in admiration of its "taste, gentility, and cleanliness"; ltC's. Clem she 
saw as "a sort of universal Providence for her strange children"; and the 
poverty she had witnessed was extreme: 
I saw the sufferer (Virginia) with such heartache as the poor 
feel for the poor. There was no clothing on the bed, which was only 
straw, but a snow white spread and sheets. The weather was cold •• 
•• She lay on the straw bed, wrapped in her husband's great-coat, 
with a large tortoise shell cat on her bosom. • •• The coat and 
5 Oral S. Good, Introduction to latest edition of Whitman's ~ ~ 
~ Critic~, New Brunswick, 1949, 18-19. 
6 See Samuel Smiles, "Brief Biographies, fI 1860, 334-345, in '!'he 
IJ.,ibrary of Literari Criticism of English arxl American Authors, V, ed. Charles 
~ells ~10urton, New York, 1910, -s'3g. -
7 "The Reminiscences of Edgar Poe," !!!! Sixp~ ~azine, (A 
Miscellany for All Classes and All S€"l).sons)" IV, no mon~l862, 471-474. The 
article is unsigned, but Hervey Alll;l1, Isra.fe1, II, 710, names ~1rs. Gove Nichols 
as author; he also gives the maga~ine number as February, 1863. 
8 Ibid., 413-414. 
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the cat were the sufferer's only means o! warmth, except as her husband 
held her ll!!\nds, and her mother her feet." 
Concludine her ilnpressions of Poe--of his vanity, his refinement and scholarli-
ness, the writer added: 
Poor Poel If the scribblers "Who have snapped like curs at his remains, 
had seen him as his friends saw him, in his dire necessity and his 
great temptation, they would have been worse than they deem him to 
h9.ftwritten as they have concerning a man of whom they really knew 
next to nothing. 
Resquiescat in pacel ftlO 
That the notion of Poe as habitual drunkard had been effectually 
implanted, however, was evidenced in such transatlantic periodicals as the 
London Athenaeum, which in 1862 commented that "Edgar Poe's stories seem all 
of them. to have been written under the inspiration of gin-and-water. ull The 
continued prevalence of that theory was emphasized in an American bookseller's 
catalogue in 1864, wherein the author of a satire addressed Poe: 
King Alcohol through you once ruled our r~lm 
or Literature, you staggered at its helmt 
But Sarah Whitman's defense was being Circulated, and for the most 
part, during the first half of the sixties, the Poe-War of the literati ceded 
preeminence to the Civil War of the States. Toward the end of the decade, oth~ 
writers who had known Poe and were possibly spurred on by Mrs. Whitman's book, 
began to e::'lter the arena of the magazine world. Beadle t s Honthl~:, February, 
9 ~., 473. 
10 ~., 474. 
11 "Unedited Stories of Edgar Poe, tt in "OUr Library Table, II 
Athenaeum, II, December 6, 1862, 734 • 
. 
12 "'American Artt Its Awful Altitude. A Satire,. by J. Franken-
si.iein, Cincinnati. 1864, It in OlyhrillS, npO€ and the Artist John P. Fran.1<:ensteinJ 
N~Q, CLXXXII, Januarj', 1942, 31-32. 
1567 I printed an article by Hrs. oakes Smith, 13 one of the women manlKrs of the 
literati. Despite her sincere devotion to Griswold--the "literary mid-~dfe of 
female poetsll--who had sponsored her literary cause, and her remembrance )] the 
caustic criticis(.l meted to her husband and to herself by Poe, }'frs. Smith o:)cnly 
O:Ji)Osed the reports circulated about the becau.se of G:riswold' s cr.aracteri-
zation of him. She attc!,t""d, ItI do not believe one tittle of "mat is said about 
the llloral obliquities of F..dgar Poe. II And then declaring she had known the poet 
Hell in society, she added, 
['1jhe very appearance of the man gave be lie to these slamers •••• 
I am convinced he was not habitua.ll.y addicted to any kind. of intoxi-
cating drink, am am well persuaded that a very little mir;ht excite 
nearly to madness a brain of such volume and delicacy of' fiber.14 
l'frs. Smith recalled Poe's "Mephistophelea.n smile" and "A.ncient l1ariner-hold" on 
Listeners to his poema--which he was accustomecl to read at social and literary 
ga therings J such was the poet's aestheticisM, thought 111-s. Smith, that it seemed 
to be incompatible with the mortal necessities of eating and drinldng J also, "He 
had no aptitude far the life of the debauchee • • • he was too delicate, too 
refined. It The writer was little inclined to waste charitable sentiments on the 
memory of Mr. Allan, she berated him for his "denuding" the youthful Edgar by 
first indulging him and. then casting him off defenseless. For this reason she 
objected to including "Allan" as part of Poe's naJI1e. 
l1rs. Smith had, also, a very unusual theory to advance relative to the 
13 tlEagar Allan Poe,tI in IIAutobiographic Notes," Beadle's Hontb~, 
III, February, 1867, 147-156. The article is siened !-fre. E. ~. Smith. Th~s is 
the writer referred to on page 31, n. to of thesis. On page 147 of l3ea.dle 1s 
!Ira. Smith states, "I had written a critique upon 11r. Poe, published in the 
l!.:'1ited Sj.a. tea t-fagazi ne." 
11.j. Ibid., 147. 
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ooet's mysterious death: 
At the"instiGat.ion of a 'tfOlrl<'ln, 1-tho ct'>llSidered herself injured by 
him, he wa.s cruelly beaten, blcm upon blm>1, by a ruffi.D.n 1-7ho knew of 
no better mode of avenf~ing supposed in,jl1rie.s. It is .rell known that 
a. bra.in fever followed; his friends hurrie~ him aw:y, and he reached 
his native city only to breathe his lust.l ., 
Mrs. Smith t S impression of Poe's would-be murder was pronl;;")tl;l recti-
fied in the March issue of Beadle'~ Mon~.16 Dr. Snodgrass, the poet's close 
friend through all the years of }-lis l'I'lagazine labors, considered i't necessary to 
present the details in their unpleasant renlity--inasmuch as he or a~rone else 
pould ascertain them. He had been sent for, testified the doctor, and had rone 
[lio a "drinking saloon" where he found his friend It stupefied by liquor and so 
~ltered from the neatly-dressed and vivacious gentleman" he wao accustomed to 
seeing that he could scarcely recognize the man. A relative of Poe's had also 
been summoned to the tavern, but he refused to take the unfortunate man to his 
~ome because in his "besotted condition" he would be rude and vulgar. So the 
pwo rescuers took him to the hospital.17 
In the same periodical several letters to the edt tor corrected Mrs. 
mith's article. TheY'tvere friendly, howevor, as was the report of Dr. 
nodgrass. The April number of the journal published COIfl..ments by the daughter 
~f Lambert ~'fil.'ner on the previous month t s articles by Mrs. Smith and Dr. 
18 
nodgrass. Hiss Hilmer had evidently but recently COlTie u'pon a reprint of 
15 ~., 156. 
16 J. E. Snodgrass, H. D., "The Facts of Poets Death and Burial," 
ea.dle's Monthly, III, March, 1867, 28}-287. 
17 !lEa., 285. 
If ~1arr'.sret E. Wilmer I "Another Viel'i of Edgar A. Poe, It Beadle' G 
1iont~, III, April, 1867, 385-386. 
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George Gilfillan's article of 1856, and she was astounded at its scurrility.19 
Her father, she declared, had mown the poet intimately for more than twelve 
years, and his estimation of a person's character was not to be contemned, as 
his judgment was remarkably shrewd. Lambert Wilmer's daughter attested, 
Mr. Wilmer has otten and solemnly averred, and has lett a written 
statement to the ef'f'ect that, during this period of' twelve years, he 
never knew Poe to be intoxicated, or to be gu1l ty of' any immoral1t,- of' 
conduct. In f'act his behaviour was remarkably precise, and his conver-
sation singularly pure and co-rrect in its nature. It is certain that, 
whatever Mr. Poe may have become in his last ,-ears, his natural 
character, and that which he manifested during the longest portion 
of his lite, had in it nothing beastly or degraded.20 
Miss Wil.1aer added that biographers had created a new Edgar Allan Poe, and that 
the tendency of Poe readers was to contuse his tales with his persona.l charactel, 
supposing that he wrote in a trenzy, "instead of in deliberate, calm, and 
methodical manner.n21 It was plain that the daughter seconded the opinion her 
father had expressed in his 1849 reply to the Obituar,y. 
19 The notorious "Apollodorus" ~icle in the London Critic (reprint 
in L1ttell's L1v.1ng.!ID!, LXI, 166-171, and in Southern L1ter!£l Messenger, XX, 
249-25.3) was Pu'bIlih'id"also in George G1l.t'1llan, A Third Gallel'Y' of Portraits, 
Edinburgh, 1854, 374-.388. It is said that GiUilIaii retractedilithe Southern 
Liter!£l Messe~ his denunciation of Poe, but the article cannot be iocated. 
20 Wilmer, "Another View of' Edgar A. Poe," Beadle I s Month;Ly, III, 
April, 1846, 386. 
20a Margaret t a father had been known, however, to express concern 
over Poets condition during his poverty-strticen period following the Graham 
disappointment in regard to the proposed magazinet "Edgar A. Poe ••• has 
become one of the strangest of our literati," Wilmer wrote the poet's Tennessee 
friend, John Tomlin. "[H]e is not a teetotaller by- any means, and I fear he is 
going headlong to destruction, moral, physical, and intellectual." Bayless, 
Griswold, 71-72, Or1rntold, Passages .!!:2! Correspondence, 143-144. 
21 Ibid. 
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For the New Year number of the Northern Month!l, T. Cottrell Clark,22 
wrote an eulogy of N. P. Willis in which he based his intense appreciation of 
the man particularly upon his "vindication of one who has been more sha.m.efully 
maligned and slandered than any other writer that can be named." Clark 
asserted, ItI can say this from personal knowledge of Mr. Poe, who was associate 
with myself in the editorial. conduct of my own paper." There followed the 
solemn declaration: "For Mr. Willis's manly vindication of the unfortunate, I 
honor h1m. t,2) The critic next quoted a letter of WUl.is to his "copartner," 
Mr. Morris, written in October, 18,8. It stated that, "In our harassing and 
exhausting days of 'daily' editorship, Poe !2!: !!2!!i ~ was our assistant-
the constant and industrious occupant of a desk in our oftice." Following this 
test1monial .. a tribute to Poe's willingness to do the m1scellaneoua jobs of 
the day on the Evea1ng H:1rI'or, and ~, atter having been chief editor of 
several monthlies. "WE LOVED THE MlN tor the entireness of the fidelity with 
which he 8erTed 118, n the letter cont1m1ed. "When he left us, we were very 
reluctant to part with him. but we could not object-he was to take the lead in 
another period.1cale,,24 WUl1s's explanation of his friendts poverty rested on 
the fact that his style was too much above the popular level to draw a decent 
wage, so that he "was always in pecuniary d1tficulties, and, with his sick wife .. 
frequently in want ot the merest necessities of lite." Clark then avowed, "Mr. 
Willis's generous testilllony is freely confirmed by other publishers • .,25 
22 "Willis and Literary Men Forty Years Ago," !h! ~ Montl4l, 
II, January, 1868, 234-242. 
23 ~., 236. 
24 ~., 236-237. 
2~ Ibid •• 308. 
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lfr. T. G. Clark's vindication was hailed by Captain Hayne Re1d26 in 
~, April, 1869,&s being that of a man -who knew Edgar Allan Poe perhaps 
better than a.ny other ind1:ddual ever honored with the poet's acquaintance." 
The captain, who had resided with Poe in Philadelphia, had known him. "as well a~ 
one man may know another, after an intimate a.nd almost dally association" of tvc 
years. Reid protested the common views of his :friend as a blackguard and a 
monsterJ he had no desire to depict the maligned poet "as a model of what man 
ought to be" J but he wanted hila recognised as a human being "no worse and no 
better than most other men •. " Poe was not, as his slanderers represented him, a 
rake. 
I have been his companion in one or two of his wUdest bolics, and 
can certify that they neT8r went beyond the innocent mirth in which 
we all iDdulge when Bacchua gets the better of us. With him, the 
jolly- god sometimes played fantastic tricks-to the stealing away his 
brain, and sometimes too, his hat. 
While acknowledging this as one of Poe t s failings, 1 can speak 
truly of ita not being habitual. onl¥ occasional, and drawn out by 
some accidmtal circumstance-now disappointment, now a conTi vial 
gatherinc.~"{ 
Ltke Gl"ahaIl and Snodgrass, Reid observed that the effects of fla Si nD'U 
glass" were sufficient to render the poet irresponsible for his actions, "or thE 
disposal. of his hat." '!he captain then declared, "1 have chronicled all the 
poet's crimes" all that 1 eTer knew him to be guUty of, and, inieed all that 
can be alleged against him. 1I28 Concerning Poe's industry, Reid ratified the 
vJuu. testimolV'S 
26 itA Dead Man Defended," Onward I, April, 1869, J05. The spelling 
of Clark, in the footnote, with an Ife" JtIXed, differs from that in the above-
mentioned Northern MonthlY. 
27 ~., 308. 
28 Ibid. 
-
49 
I have known him to be for a whole month closeted in his own house 
all the time hard at work with his pen, poorly paid" and hard driven 
to keep the wolf from his slightly-fastened door J [sic] intruded on 
only by a few select friends 'Who always found him, 'Wiiit they ~~ him 
to be, a generous host ••• in short, a respectable gentleman. 
The captain prophecied that, with further evidence forthcoming, the verdict for 
Poets defamer would be "that, in the list of literary men, there has been no 
such spiteful biographer as Dr. Rufus Griswold, and never such a victim of 
posthumous spite as poor Edgar Allan Poe ... 30 
Ha.n>er·s31 ot June, 1872, rem1nded readers that Griswold had tailed 
to substantiate his assertion that Poe l • poverty during his wite's illness was 
due to his "old tailing." A footnote added that "The RaYen brought Poe the 
munificent aum of ten dollar_Iu al80, that the poet "vas content with two 
doll.ars per pagel" when contributing to the Southern L1terarz MeaNner. 
Halper's want so tar as to repeat Mrs. Clemm's assertion that a single cup of 
cottee was enOQgh to intOld.cate Fdgar Poe, so senaiti .... was his nervous organi-
zation.32 The critic reversed Weal.,.'. tene summing up of the fate of Butler·· 
"He asked t(t~ bread, and he received a stone"-stating that in Poe's case, the 
hungry author may have asked for bread-but he certa1nl;r received no stone. 
Whereupon the writer of the article related how the stone for a monument had 
been destroyed in an accident on the day previous to that of the proposed 
29 Ibid. 
-
30 Ibid. 
-
31 "Fdgar Allan Poe," Harper's !!! Monthlz Mac-zins, XLV, June, 1872, 
557-568. Article. UDSigned. 
32 Ibid., 567. 
-
erection.)) 
J. H. Ingr&n, who Was to be the enthusiastic, if not altogether 
reliable, author of "a fUll and faithful life of Edgar Allan Poe,,,J4 pronounced 
in Temple .!!!,35 June, 1874, that on his side of the Atlantic .. except for 
Baudelaire in Franee and Moy Thomas in ~land, "the reverend gentleman's 80i-
disant biogl'aphytl had gone unrefuted tor twenty-tour years. It was time the 
public be made aware ot the "untrustworthiness of the 'Memoir.' .. 36 Ingram 
proceeded to contest Griswoldts "inaccuracies" of biography with theories of 
his own on some points, and with corroborative evidence as to the fallaciousness 
of other data. In order to veri:fy Poe's university status. for instance, Ingram 
quoted an authoritative testimonial to his scholaatic starding and the denial o~ 
his expulsion. He cited such teats as the seven-and-one-half'-mUe swim against 
tide as fla wonderful performance for a dissolute youth." This champion of Poets 
honor explained the youth's B,rronic plan to aid the Greeks against the Turks as 
an "act ot oh1ftl.ry" which was arrested because of an irregularity in his pass-
~ort. Griswold ts story of the St. Petersburg episode had not been sustained by 
the reverend gentleman when a denial of it had appeared in print after the 
33 .!2!.<!., 568. 
3)a. H. t. Menoken, Preiudices, JI'ir&t Series, New York, 1919, 247, 
Iremarks with i.rODl' of the stone, hit one da;y one ot the well-to-do relatives 01 
Poe ordered a belated lrlOn\llIent. The stone-cutter was preparing to haul it to 
ithe churchyard when a runaway goods-van smashed into his stoneyard am broke the 
iStone to bits. "'!hereafter," continues Menoken, .. the Poes seemed to have for-
leotten Cousin Edgar." 
.34 John H. ~, ~ Allan!2!' !!!:! IJte, Letters, ~ Opinions. 
iLondon, 1880, I, preface, 111. 
35 ItFdgar PO$," T8!Ple Bar, XLI, June, 1874. 315-387. 
36 ~., 315. 
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"J7 publication of the "l>lemoir"--whieh was equinlent to a proof that 1.t wa.s false." 
As for the assertions made ot Poe 1 s irregularity on the ¥.essenger, the o'i!mer, 
rlZ'. White, had died before the charges got into print, so he could not disprove 
them-as he surely would have wished to do. Ingram then rep¢a.ted Zifr. Willis' s 
report ooncerning Poe's fidelity on the l!:.!! ~ Mirror, muc:h as T. C. Clark 
had done in the Northern Mont!4l six months earlier. He added as his convictiOl, 
that. consumption, brought on by long suffering, constant and harassing llterary 
labor, and most of all by want, had been the cause of the poet's death. His 
final attack on Griswold's lack of integrity was direoted at his having incor-
porated Daniel's second-Mrs. Allan calUllll'JY in his Memoir, with the assumption 
that the biographer vas guilty either of open plagiary or of being himself' the 
author of the fiendish slander.38 Six years later Ingram. commemorated his 
repugnance for ~le literary executor by further exposures of his "inaccuracies" 
in the biography he oompiled of the poet. Bu.t the traditional errors continued 
rampant both at home and abroad.39 
31 ~., 377. 
38 ~., 387. 
39 Ill. the year tollowing Ingram t s TellPt Bar refutation of Grir.rold 
allegations, Henry Curwen, in Son-ow !!!! SongS I tud'res ,g! L1ter~ Struggle, 
London, 1875, 93-160, devcted considerable spaoe to the old legell~ with 
emphasis on drink. He waxed histrionic in describing the poet I s "frenzied 
night" at Sarah Whitman's hOllsel With the memory of his promise of eternal 
fideli ty to Virginia suddenly betore him, '" I shall not marry I I may not marry, I 
went surging through his brain, as a chorus, all day long • • • till • " • 
irreSistibly urged forward," he went to Sarah's home town, determined to break 
their engagement. He adopted the means employed in a popular foreign drama. 
"After t>.'Blking in his cowardice for hour~ in the streets outside, he reeled int< 
the lady t S drawtne-room-drunk' The disillusion was brutal but effective. It 
(156-l57) Curwen dealt similarly with the poet in another volumet Wrecked 
Lives .9! ~ !!h2 ~ F&iled, New York, 1880. 
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Robert Louis st.ewmaon,40 rev1ew1ng Ingram' s b1ograph,y in !!!! AcadQlW'. 
January, 1875, d:1aplayed little aympath7 far Poe or h1e sponsor, Baudelaire, 
declaring, "'l'hcrre 1s a duty' to the UT1ng more 1IIportant than any charity to 
the dead. n ne believed that in Poets W't'.rks, in h1e portrait, and 1n the facts 
of hie life flU nov most favorabJ.¥ told, tI there oould be detected Ua certain 
janoing note, a taint ot something or other that we do not care to dwell upon 
at: find a name tor." Stemmson telt that "when all 18 said, 1t 18 not in the 
power ot man to make Poe altogether eyIIpEI.thet1c." But neither bad he oared tor 
Oriswold's biographical sketch; nor did he like the executor'. name: 1t 1fU 
just the type Poe Id.gbt haft eo1ned. 10 1!IOr'bid f81'JJfl1'. 41 
Nat10n _pz1De,42 two month8 later, styled the tirst Poe-biographer 
a useU .... ppo1nted f08ter-fatl1er of all new-bom American genius," and contrast-
ing Ingram ta b1ography' vitk that by Richard. Stoddard, declared that the Dritish 
writer apparently regarded basel! as reetonr of a reputation that he had 
considered Poe's OOUll.., .... dedicatad to t.arn1ahirlg. 
(Ingram] whit-.ahee h1m [Joe] 80 coap1etely that h1s American 
.tr1enda would hal"dly know him. He conter.ptuaual¥ ignores ff'IIfII:'T 
story that tends to the discredit of his hero, and loses no opport,u-
n1\Y to manUea' h1a 88M. of Amer10an UJlWOI"th1Dees or &0 great a 
fortune as to be the b1rthplaoe of h1a Magnus Apollo.43 
'!be anoJV1IlOUS critic 1.ns1ated that the poet had received in h1s 
nat1_ oountry all the acola1m an ordinate ambition could deeiret 
40 "Lt.terature,"!h! Acad!!l_ n.s. VII, January 2, 187S, 1-2. 
41 ~., 1. 
42 "Book ReY1ws," l!!! Natiotl. XX, ~'&rch 2$, 1815, 208-209. Article 
~igned. 
43 Ib1d.. 206~ 
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[rue had plenty of work if' he would do it, plenty of friends whom he 
took no paif1s to keep. He quarrelled with everyone who had a less 
iniiscriminate admiration of' him than Mr. Ingram has; [sic] was adopted 
by a wealthy man, whose money he wasted at wine and. cards. • •• He 
attacked every literary man of eminence greater than his own with 
virulent and senseless abuse, and though poor, had that sublime con-
tempt for earning MOney which Mr. Ingram would call phUosopbic, 
perhaps, but which common-sense people in America call shiftlessness.44 
The reviewer thoroughly resented Ingram' s aspersions on America as the home of 
the misunderstood and ill-appreciated genius! 
Generally speaking, however, the advent ot Ingram t s .!:!f! 2!. f2! 
seemed to herald a new target in the literati's warfare; if Griswold's exagger-
ations had drawn censure on him. betore, he was inundated in it now. The detamm 
was becoming almost as much the center of controversy as was the detamed. 
Critics everywhere who were not pommeling Poe were chastising Oriswold.45 
In Baltimore, June, 1875, Southern Magazine46 voiced satistaction 
that Ingram had produced a new biography of' Poe, for "[n]ever in the history of 
literature bas such a _oir been affixed to an author's works, and alao allowec 
to persist in print up to the present t1me • ..47 The writer felt assured that 
Ingram. would rectify the errors in his book in the succeeding edition: working 
from England !!!. a disadTantage. Southern then enumerated a list of grievances 
against the ignominious Memoir and proceeded to refute charge after charge with 
44 ~., 209. 
45 Charles Briggs said of the censorship accorded his reverend 
friend, "Suoh a shower of abuse fell upon the head of Dr. Griswo1d ••• that 
no one haa since had the oourage" to write a true biography of' Poe." Cf. "The 
Personality of Poe," ~ Independent, XXIX, December 13, 1877, 1. 
46 Southern ~zine, XVI, June, 1875, 640-650. Article is signed 
only by" the iriitii1S, w. • B.. and. has no title but "Review." 
47 ~., 640. 
Ingram's corrections and theories. It quoted the written statement of Mr. 
William wertenbaker, Secretary of the Faculty at the University of Virginia tha 
tI~ ~ ~ ~ h! [Poe] .!!ll under !h! censure 2! ~ faculty_ He was not at 
that time addicted to drinking, but [he] had an ungovernable passion for card-
playing _ ,,48 Of the quixotic trip to Oreece, Mr. Wertenbaker maintained there 
was no more authority for that story than for the one ot Poe's expUlsion from 
the university. 49 Concerning West Point's haviDg cashiered the obstreperous 
youth.. the sentence of court martial specified solely "absence from parade. ",0 
John Daniel, the anonymous author ot the 18,0 lampooning in the l{essenger, came 
in tor a share ot the Baltimore magazine's contempt tor Griswold, especially' on 
the score of the second-Mrs. Allan slander and of the "gross am gratuitous 
48 Ibid., 642. 
See 8IiO Charles W. Kent, ed., !h! Unveilins 2! ~ ~ 2.! !!E 
Allan Poe, Iqnchburg, Virginia, 1899, 20. tlHe never even came urder anYldJ'd 
01 oltreral censure" J 22: "Edgar Allan Poe was not eJCpelled, nor dismissed, no] 
suspended, nor required to withdraw, nor disciplined in any ~ whatsoever, at 
the University of Virginia •••• (Like P.awthorne] he may have been guilty of 
a hundred things the faculty l1eyer heard of ••• but it is too late now to 
expel him." 
49 Southern !:!!p.me, IVI, 642. 
Note I Relative 'Eo the st. Petersburg episode, F. o. Matthiessen, 
"Poe," Sewanee Review, LIV, Spring, 1946, 111, says that actually Poe got no 
farther 'El'i8ii Beeton. The yarn is probably traceable to Poe himself, KUlis 
Campbell suggests. Cf. Campbell, "Some Unpublished Documents Relating to Poe's 
Early Years," Sewanee Renew, XX, AprU, 1912, 209 ... 210, and R. S. Garnett, "The 
!t'stery of :&igar Allili poe,1i Blackwood's Maezina, CCXXVII, February, 1930, 
23,-248. 
,0 Carlisle Allan, "Cadet Edgar Allan Poe, U. S. A.," Amerioan 
Mercury, nil, August, 1933, 453, explains what Poe did to get himself dis-
charged frOM West Point because the diSCipline was unendurable: he was absent 
from reveille and evening parade two days and trOll all class formations twelve 
days. The court held him. guUty on tvo charges: absence frOM parade, and 
refusal to attend church and recitations on January 23 am January 25 
respectively. 
See also James S. Wilson" "Poe at the University of Virginia," Alumni 
Bulletin, University of Virginia, XVI, April, 1933, 163-168. 
insult" to the committee tha.t had named Poe in 1833 a prize winner for his "MS 
Found in a Bottle." Daniel, taking his cue from Griswold's biographic acoount 
had gone so far as to write of the contest judges, uor course, they did not 
read them [the manus.er1pts]. Dlt whUe chatting.!!!!:!!!! !1!!! at the meeting, 
one of them was attracted by the beautiful chirography. ,,,1 And. so Poe had won 
the short story contest. Because of his handwritingl The reviewer challenged 
the "trustwortbinesstt of both Griswold and Daniel for this offense. 
Southern Magazine supplanted the MelllOir assertion of Poets dismissal 
from the Messaner in 18)7 for drunkenness by the etatement that he had found 
"more lucrative employment on the staff of the !!! ~ quarterly Review. n52 
The teatimOlW of WilHam Gowan, who had boarded with Poe's family tor eight 
~nths and who pronounced him abstemious and courteous during that time, was 
~ext quoted. The idyllic tamily lite at Fordhut gave the 11e to the Rev. Mr. 
~ilfillan.s vicious assertion that Poe killed hie w1.fe to have a subject for 
"The Baven. IIS) "It 1s said," added the vr1ter griJDl.y, "that tcorruptio opt1m1 
pesa1ma'J it would. seem that it a clergyman ever renounce., in afJ3' case, justice 
51 SootheI'D Magazine, XVI, 6b4. 
52 Quinn, Poe, 2,9, repeats the reasons White gave to his new editor 
"or dismissing Poe from. the Messenger. TheY' were: irregular habits at that 
period and disagreement about acceptability of articles. Whit.e a.dm1tted his 
i.nferiority to Poe on the subject of criticin. Poe's own reasons are found in 
tiis August IS, 1840, letter to \dll.iam Poe, excessive drudgery, insufficient 
pecuniary compensation, and although he was well-meaning, White was "illiterate 
~nd vulgar." 
5) At Fordham, Poe was a fam1liar figure on the Jesuits' college 
~ounds "where he loved to roam," and he was on terms "of closest intimacy" with 
Ul the fathers, says Thomas Gaffney Toatte, A H1st~ of St. John's C011~e, 
"ordham, l!!! York, New York, 1891, 100-101. !he Jesut liuirc18.n, 'ather cet, 
Later president of the college, testified of Poe at Fordham" that he was 
extremely refined • • • a gentleman by nature and instinct." Toaffe adds, (101 
hat the priest "always indignantly denied the statement that Poe looked like on 
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mercy, a.nd trt,th, he 1:3 Cc'3;pable of a vilensss of m.lignity quite unattainable 
by laymen. ,,54 
The critic presented his theory of Poe's death because he felt that, 
when Ingram's me."noir ha.d gone to prese, t.."le true circumstances were not known. 
He explained that in Baltimore at election time it was not uncommon for ruffian 
to seize strangers and carry them. ott to dens, called "coops," where they were 
confined, maltreated, and forced to vote according to the captors' wishes. If' 
they refused, t.hey' »were drugged to stupefaction, and then carried around and 
'voted.' at various warda. Poe was thus 'cooped' and drugged, talcen to vote at 
eleven different warda, and. then turned adrift in a dying condition. When he 
recovered his senses, he was in the Washington University Hospital, where he 
died.55 
Southern deplored the continued condemnation of Poe "as if he were a 
moral par:l.ah," and even his admirers' accepting the "catalogue of easil.,y-
disproved calumnies" and remaining content with lamenting the moral obliquities 
of "erratic genius." The writer reproached that "faithful chronicler," 
worn out by d1ssipa tion and excess. 'The untortuna te poet had one weakness 
which amounted almost to a mal.ady I but against whioh he fought manfully and 
well.'" 
54 Southern !J:pzine, lVI, 648. 
55 . Ibid., 649. 
-
55& Dr. J. J. Moran; piVsician to Poe in O:ltober, 1849, wrote in his 
later years an interesting acoount of the poet's last hours, but it differed 
sharply :f'rom the one 1n his letter to Mrs. Clemm written the month following 
Poe's death. See JOhn. J. Moran, M. D., ! Defense .2! Edgar Allan Poe) Life, 
Character !!!! Dying Declarations of the~, waahington, D. ~ .• , llm5;5S=65, 
and also Oeorge~Woodberry, 1§iar l!Iaii Poe, Boston, 1895, 344-345, n. 345. 
See also T. c. Duncan Eaves, Hpoe's Last Visit to Ph1l.adelphia," ~, 
XXVI, March, 1954, 45-51, tor a well-dooumented article on the confiicting 
~ccounts of Poe's death. 
S7 
Allibone, who devoted in his Dictionary 2!. Authors "seven of his vast pages to 
., 
a putf (of Longfellow], and did not take the small pains" to examine published 
refutations of Griswold's slanders. "The fact is," concluded the reviewer, tlit 
is this detestable cant of hypocrisy that has given these slanders their 
virulence of contagion.",6 
Despite the efforts of critics like the author of the lengthy essay 
in Southern }1a.gazine, the weird reputation still so widely accorded the poet 
was responsible for stirring up a new trend in the analysis of his character. 
One of the pragen! tors in the psychoanalytic tradition of examining the person-
ali ty of Poe came next on the scene of literary wartare. Francis Gerry 
~'airfield57 proffered in Scribner's Monthlz an explanation of the madness of 
56 ~., 650. 
57 itA Mad Man of Letters," Scribner's Mon!!&, X, October, 1875, 
690-699. 
57a The crux of the Poe-controversy among critics in the present 
century is the problem: of personality. To one school Poe is pS1Chopathic, 
morally and mentally, a hereditary' dipsomaniac, a neurotic a century ahead with 
his neurotioism, a victim of vicious habits and diseases, and of physical defi-
ciencies. To the opposing school he is primarUy a man of his age, influenced 
by his reading and the cultural traditions of lm"ope, and above all by the 
cirCW'ft8tances of his youth and manhood. Among Americans of the former group to 
discuss the poet are: John W. Roberston, M. D., EdrP!. Poe, ! prnChOpathiC 
~tu.dy, New York, 1923; Joseph W. K'rutch, :&i~A1lAn oa, rstugy n Genius, 
NeW'York, 1926, am "Edgar Allan Poe, Sick us rn i'1iar'ih World;; ~ ~ 
Herald Tribune, we.~ Book Review, 11, December 19, 1948, 1-2. Foremost of 
Englishmen, perhaps, s -n.H. Lawrence, Studies !!! Clusic American Literature, 
New York, 1923, 93-120. See also, Welshman George H. Green "Note on tHop 
Frog,·1t Ab~s~th Studies, University of wales, (no month) XIII, 1934, 37-51. 
Among critics to regard Poe as the product of his times are Killis 
Campbell, "Poe in Relation to His Times," SP, XX, July, 192.3, 293-301; Allen 
Tate, The Forlorn Demon, 6S, and Ernest Maiihand, "Poe as Social Critic," AL, 
VI, MarCih, 1934, 2S~jJ Herbert C. McLuhan, "Edgar Poe' s Tradition," Sewanee 
Review, LIl, January, 1944, 24-33; James S. Wilson, "The Young Man Poe," 
V1:iiInia Q\18:ryerlz Review, II, April, 1926, 238-253. 
Note, Philip Young, "The Earlier Psychologists and Poe," AL, XXII, 
January, 1951, 442-454, traces the development of the former school Of thought. 
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nthe mad man of letters." After taking oognizanoe of all known faotors in Poe' 
personality, 14r. Fairfield settled, in highly teohnica1 language, for a case of 
cerebral epilepsy for the poet.58 But as the New York Tribune59 observed, Mr. 
Fairfield's faux pas lay in publioizing hie theory on the eve of the dedioation 
of the Poe monument in Baltimore. He could not expeot to go unpunished, and so 
Mrs. Whitman's letter from Providence to the Editor of the 'l'ribune60 was 
printed: 
Sir~ Mr. F. G. ~¥"field ••• who has spent ••• ten years among 
spiritual mediums in the cauae of sCience, having demonstrated they 
are all IIlOre or less afflicted with epileptic mania, has recently 
turned his genius to poets and men of inspirational genius, and f1:nd.8 
that they too, from Ezekiel to Aeschylus, from AeschTlus to Coleridge, 
are all mad as March hares. If there is method in their _dness, 
there 18 also sdness in their method. 
Mrs. Whitman then added that Mr. Fairfield bad oOnfessed to personal experience 
of the malady-atd that he intimated" 'habitual lying' '!:¥8.13 one of the most 
trustworth1 exponents ot the illness." Fairfield's critic took him to task 
for reducing the author of "The Raven" to a mental study, and for basing his 
"chronic mendacity" on the report of .Mrs. Clel1ll'l that the poem had been composed 
58 Ibid., 697. 
-
comment. 
59 .!h!.!!! ~ Daily Tribune, October 13, 1875, 4, editorial 
60 Ibid., 2. "Poe, Critic, and Hobby: A Reply to Mr. Fairfield. 
Certain Hard FactS Which HaTe Been OVerlooked in the Search for an Epileptic 
Suicide." 
61 Hrs. Whitsn's observation about spiritualism i8 worthy of note. 
A peculiar bon4 among the literati was the enthusiasm for spiritual sences. 
Griswold had held meetings in his rooms in New York. Horace Greeley was a 
believer in the. cult and 1nT1ted to his home the medium, Mrs. Fish, such person 
as James Fenimore Cooper and W1ll1am Cullen Bryant were among those who a ttende 
the se&nces though the Tribune did not reveal whether they were believers. Mrs 
Whi tman maintained a m.eaIua at her home. See the accounts in Yale Review, XIV, 
July, 1925, 755, 172-773; Bayless" Griswold, 203-204. Quinn an'a"liart, Letters.. 9. 
in a single II evening , s incubation. I! fxs. Whi trnan further reprimanded the author 
of "The :4ad !~an ot' Letters" for styling "U1alume" an exhibition of the last 
stages of mental decrepitude and decay. "Thus sang he and died., If she juxtaposed 
to fl[TJhus sang he, then wrote 'Eureka,' 'The Bells,' 'Annabel Lee,' and others 
of his most remarkable poems. ff Greatly incensed, this N~nesis of Poe's con-
trasted Fairfield's ".alien tone" with the appraisal meted "Ulalwnelt by the 
pritish ~~arterly of tl~ preceding Ju~' and Boston Radical of April, 1871. 
"Yet Fairfield calls it 'epileptic egotism,'" she remonstrated. "If this piece 
cf amateur surgery is a specimen of 'honest war,' one must needs borrow Aesop's 
lantern to find out ite honesty.tt62 And about the "Reply" the Tribune comrnente<:, 
'DJ]hether there was method in the madness, or madness in the method, one thing 
is certain: in regard to the 'hard facts' of tha.t fl\{sterious career, }ir. 
6) F'~lirfield t s critic knows whereof she speaks. It 
Had it been the custom of nineteenth-century journalists to file 
11oe15 as often as occasion seemed to warrant, the history of periodical criti-
cism might be considera.bly altered. That such legal procedure was not routine 
is a contributing factor to the intensity with which the controversy continued 
to rafe arnong the literati. Even at the time of the 1875 ceremonies in honor oj 
Poe, dissension and rancor were at "fever pitch" among critics. The dedication, 
however, marked an outward recognition 'of the poet that more or less confonned 
to a growing derna.nd in Arnerica61~ and to foreign importunity. 
62 Whitman, itA Reply to Hr. Fairfield, It ~ ~ Daily Tribune, 
bctober 1), 2. 
63 ~., 4. 
6L To Henr;'/ James this enthusiasm for Poe was Itthe mark of a decidedllr 
IPrimi tive stage of reflection," writes F. o. f;atthiessen in "Poe, tf Sewanee Revie J, 
!l...I11 A ... ., ."., I . .:: ., .,e' 
CHAPTER IV 
CON'l'ROVERSY UNABATED BY CLOSE or CE.mw! 
The dedication of the Poe monument in Baltimore, 1875, created a stir 
in literary circles. Innu.merable letters were addressed to the Poe Memorial 
AssociationJ they voiced varying reactions to the occasion, with the margin of 
opinion in favor of the poet's being heralded universally as a man of American 
letters.l 
William Cullen Bryant~ who had refused to assist in raising funds for 
a monument to the person of whose personal character he had heard "too much to 
be able to join in paying especial honor to his memory," declined to be present 
at the unveiling ot the statue. However, he consented to write the following 
circ11ll8pect inscription for the shaft: 
To Edgar Allan Poe, Author of the Raven and ot other Poems, and 
of various works of Fiction, distinguished alike tor originality in 
the conception. Bkill in word-painting, and power over the mind ot 
the reader, The Publio School Teachrrs ot Baltimore, admirers ot his 
genius, have ereet~ this monu."IIent. 
,. ,. 3 
stephane Mallarme, French translator and "high priest" ot the 
1 Representative of this group is John Greenleaf Whittier, who com-
mented in a letter to Sara Rice, November 9, 187" "The extraordinary genius of 
Edgar Allan Poe is now acknowledged the world over." The fa.csimile of the 
letter is in Sara Sigourney Rice, ¥gar Allan Poe, A Memorial Volume, Baltimore 
1877, (13-74). --- -
2 ~., (75-76). 
I' 3 For Poe' 8 influence on Mall.arme and role in Frenoh symbolin, see 
F'rench, £2! in Foreign Lands, 5-10; Mansell Jones, "Po~,Baudelaire and M.:"'l.ll.a.rm.E : 
A Problem o:f"L1terary JUdgement," MLR, XXXU, July, 1944, 236-246, Eliot, Poe ~ 
.!.e.le).l, 5, 23, 32. Eliot writes of the French enthusiasm for Poe: "We muSt 
60 
American poet composed a sonnet tor the ceremony. 
I.e Tombeau D 'Edgar Poe 
'" "/ Tel qU'en .wi-meme enfin 1'etern1te 1e change, 
La Poete suacite avec un glal VII nu 
Son si~le expuvante ..... de n 'avoif' pas c~ 
~'ue 1& mort trlompharm dans cetta voix etrangel 
1<)m, CCAIIl'IIe un TU sursant d 'hydre orant jadie ltange 
Donner un sens plus pur &\IX 1'I!.Ots de 1& tr1bu 
Procl.alMtrent tree haute 1e sortu8ge bu ~ 
Dane 18 not sana homel.lr de que1que noir m8lange 
/\ 
Du 801 fit de 14 me hoatUes, 0 grief & 
51 notre idee a'ftC ne sculpte un bas-rel1ef 
Dont 1& tombe de Poe .)blou1ssante s' orne 
, 
C&lme bloc 1ci-baa chu d lun desut.re obscur 
Que ce RftUlit du JtlOiDe IIOD"'~ a jamais .. borne 
.lux no1ra YOle de Blaspheme epars dane le tutur.4 
61 
Apparently the onl.7 person worthy of noteS who was observed at the 
dedication va.. Walt Whitman 01 whom tbe WashiruG29 §!!!:., Novem'beJt 16, 187S, 
stated. 
Being in Washington on a 1'1ait at the time, 'the old grAy" went 
over to Balt1mar., a:nd though ill from paralya1e, consented to hobble 
up and s1lentl.y take a seat on the platform, but ref'u8ed to make arv 
speech, saying, t I have ielt a strong ~6e to come oYer am be 
here to-day, myaelt in Jlll8IIOr.Y of Poe, (!!!) which I have obqed, but 
tirst take into account t.hat DOne or these poets lcnew the English language very 
~leU.h (20) He adds that the French writers were geniuses the_elves and that 
they read into the poeme of Poe what was not real.l3' there. 
, , / ,/ 4 SWphane Mal.larJae, Foesi., 72- edition, paris, 1942, 1,lQ.l.3l. 
Note: att OII.rdner Dades, 1;;. uTombea.ux" de Mal.l.arme", Paris, 1950, 
89, states that though Mal.l.a'rm8 recorded 111 iiI8 &biblIographie de s .. Poeaies, 
U y fut recite, en l'erecUoo d'un IIOIlWIl8ft'I; de Poe, a Balt1aore," nevertheless 
"[t]ane aYait ete peuWtre 1'intention prem18n, JlO1a U flU!Jt ftident que le Poe. fut .crit en rMl1W' plueJ.eu.rs mo1a a.prea 1e ceremom.. du nave" 1815." 
5 A.ccording to H. L. ¥l8ncken, "AU the other persons were Hal tlmore 
nobodies-ehief13 scboolmiatrenee and prachera." See Pre~ud1c_. I, 248. 
not the slightest impglse to make a speech, which my dear friends, 
must alEo 1)('1 obeyed.' 
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Dr. John J. Moran, however, recorded the name of another poet who seems to tmve 
been at the ceremony. He noted after the crowd's departure from the scene of 
the dedication, the "touching sight [9f a] venerable form clothed in black •• 
• leaning upon the base of the shaft, a.ppe.rently in deep devotion." It was 
Father Abram J. Ryan, the southern priest poet. The sight so irrrpressed the 
doctor that he commemorated it vlith a poem.7 
The fact that there was now a memorial,8 test~Jing to a creditable 
nUl'llber of persons' accepting EdfSar Poe as a writer of tales and poems, did not 
alter the gruesome picture many critics had. of his personal character. George 
Lathrop 9 wrote in Scribner's five montha after the dedication, 
This passionate search for the beautiful ••• guided by no North 
star of faith • • • is the very thine whioh drove him into such 
whirlpools of physical horror and ignoble wallowings in decay; rill] 
because it issued from inter1f6 discord. • •• [H]1s brain bact a 
rift of ruin in at the start. 
William Gill's new Poe-biop,raphy in 1817, castigating the first 
6 (.~otation contained in ltlal t Whitman, "Edgar Poe t s Signifioance, It 
1n! Critic, II, June 3, 1882, 147. 
7 t.foran, Defense .2! ~, 79. 
8 Menoken says derisively of the memorial: "The myth that there is 
a mOIIUJnent to Edgar Allan Poe in Sal timore is Widely believed; there are even 
persons who, stopping off in Baltimore to eat oysters, go to look at it." All 
it actually is, tlis an absurd statue in one of the more obscure parks, showing 
Poe drunk, and a cheap and hideous tombstone in the corner of a Presbyterian 
churchyard." He adds that a cOJlUllittee of "Baltimore sohool.marms" collected 
"about $1,000. It took the dear girls ten long years to raise the money. • • • 
During all this tiMe not a single Al'l1erican author of position gave the project 
any aid." (Prejudices, I, 247-248.) 
9 "Poe, Irving, Hawthorne," Scribner's Honth9: :Magazine, XI, April, 
1876, 797-808. 
10 Thili AOl 
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defamer, Rufus Griswold, as Poe t s Iago and commenting on the changes made in 
., 
Poe's letters as spots "'doctored' by the doctor,,,ll brought Charles Briggs,12 
warrior-friend of the deceased "Grand Turk" of anthologists, to the front a. r,ain 4 
Briggs covered the entire front page and more of the Protestant weekly, 
IndeEendent, "the Largest Religious Newspaper in the World," \r.ith an essay on 
Poe's personality. Many people would give much, Briggs was sure, to have known 
a genius-''but the author of ".!'he Raven' was not a pleasant person to know well .. 
He was certain that Poe himself would have 1a.up,hed. soornfully at the contest 
over his personal. character, for ~o him the point "was a matter of perfect 
indifference." The admirers who would defend him against the 'ghoulish out-
rages" of Dr. Griswold, knew nothing of the man except through his published 
writings. If the doctor had not been restrained by a foolish delicacy, he 
might have given some startling evidences of the utter contempt the poet enter-
tained for persons who imagined they were passionately beloved by him. He 
iaota "tender, tear-bedabbled letters" to women, with the intention of sending 
his wife or mother-in-law to them to Ret a loan of fifty dollarsl Respecting 
Poe's condition when intoxicated, Briggs pronounced, 
[HJe must have been a terror to his wife aoo aunt; and she had on 
several occasions been compeUed to call for help to prevent his 
committing violence upon the unreeisti~and helpless creature whom 
he is represented as loving so tenderly ~~3 
Three months after Br1ggs' final lengthy attack on the character of 
11 William Fearing Gill, 1!:! .!:!!! .2!. Edgar Allan!.2!, New York, 
1877, 228-229. 
12 "The Personality of Poe, tf ~ Independent, XXII, December 1.3, 
1877, 1-2. 
13 Ibid., 1. 
-
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his ancient enemy, !lfrs. weiss,14 the Susan Archer Talley who in her youth had 
idoliz-ed the poet, composed for Scribner's her reminiscences of the man she had 
known thirty years before. She recalled that though she had heard in her home 
and in society, rumors of his weakness, "Poe was pre-eminently a gentleman. rt 
Mrs. Weiss contributed an interesting variant of the John Daniel-Edgar Poe 
relations, claiming that the misunderstanding over Poe's engagement to Mrs. 
Shelton and Poe's consequent tury were terminated in a "friendship which lasted 
while they lived."l' Relative to the poet's revived devotion to his first 
sweetheart, Susan concluded, "Ct.tJoney (for the Stylus, his own proposed maga-
zine) he must have, at whatever cost or sacrifice. Hence the affair with ;1r8. 
Shelton."16-Which statement disposed of one of Poe's most ardent of posthumous 
sotleethearts. 
Mrs. Weiss eonsidered that Poe had been heroic in marrying "the child 
Virginia for the girl's security and her mother's happiness.l7 She had heard 
14 "Iast Days of Edgar A. Poe," Scribner's Mont.l'l!l INRzine, XV, 
March, 1676, 707-716. 
15 ~., 710. 
Note: James H. Whitty does not consider Mrs. Weiss' reminisoences 
reliable. The aboTe assertion is partial evidence of the aoouraey of his 
observation. See pages 8-9 of thesis for John Daniel's treatment of the person 
Mrs. Weiss thinks was his friend. See also Quinn, Poe, ,71, and Woodberry, Poe 
II, 273-443, concerning a supposed duel. - -
16 Weiss, "Last Days of Edgar A. Poe," Scribner's, IV, 710. 
17 Perhaps it is Mrs. Weiss' statement that is responsible for the 
following conclusions: Oscar Cargill. Intellectual America. New York, 1941, 
179, speaks of the girl as Poe's "sexless child-Wife Virgiiiia (with whom his 
life must have been a horror). If 
Frederich Drew Bond, "The Problem of Poe," The Doen Court, liXVII. 
April, 1923, 219, calls the romance a "myth, tt and in referrine to 'annie Osgood s 
declara.tion that Poe's wife begged her to be good to him (Oriswold, passafes 
from Correspondence, 256) says, "('ljhis ma.rria~e with Virginia 'Ylas the rtl natio! 
O'f"Poe as man and citizen." Bond wonders how Virginia could encourage other 
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the rna,tch repeo,tedly ascribed to Mrs. Clemm.18 Mrs. Weiss averred that it was 
the poet·s declaration that he mL~sed in his marriage to Virginia "a certain 
intellectual and spiritual sympathy necessary to perfect happiness in such an 
union. It was this need. which so often impelled him to 'those many romantic 
little episodes' of which Mrs. Osgood speaks. n19 
In the fashion of literary women of the nineteenth century, Susan 
dipped into a description of the poet's eyes of "crystalline clearness and 
transparency," of his broad forehead, etc.r 
I had at this 't1.rne no knowledge of phrenology; but now, in recalling 
this peculiar shape, I cannot deny that in Poe what were called the 
intellectual and an:imal portions of the head were remarlcably devel-
oped, while in the moral regions there was as marked a deficiency. 
Especially there was a slight depression instead of fullness of 
outline where ~e organs of veneration and firmness are located by 
phrenologists. 
Mrs. Weiss' tenure of memory is amazing-especially since phrenology is an 
afterthought to her earlier observations. 
women "to be good" to her husband if their marriage wasn't a platoniC sort of 
affair. He bases other ments hatred of Poe on the fact that he was true to 
Virginia even though he loved other women. 
H. L. Menoken, "The Mystery of Poe," The Nation, CIXII, March, 1926, 
290, says Poets marriage was pathological, V1rg'Iiira was "next door to an idiot. 
A contemporary opinion of the poet t s devotion to Virginia, however, i 
described by Annie R1ohlaoDd's brother in a letter of October 2, 1848. See 
Frederick W. Coburn, "Poe As Seen by the Brother of Annie, a .!h! !!!! England 
Quarterg, XVI, September, 1943, 471. 
18 The vacUlating Mrs. Lewis, "stella," was probably the perpetratOJ 
of the rumors that Susan A. T. Weiss heard. Julia Moore Smith, "A Uew Light of 
Poe?" ~, I, September, 1939, 575-581, bases her assumption that Mrs. Clemm wa 
the conniving feline influence of Poe's life, on the latter her father received 
from Mrs. Lewis, September 29, 1858, in which that lady declared of the poet's 
mother-in-law, "I believe that she was the black cat of his life. And that she 
at last strangled him to death." (sic] (576) 
19 WeiSS, "Last Days of Edp,ar A. Poe,lI Scribner's, XV, 710-711. 
20 .!2!!!., 711. 
The chronicler also recOI'dad that bE'.f'ore Poe's last departure from 
F.ichmond in 1849 he showed her a letter just received from "his friend, Dr. 
Griswold, tf in which the doctor oonsented, at. the request of Edgar, to become hi~ 
literar.r executor in the event of his sudden death. !tIt will be observed, If 
-
continued Mrs. Weiss, "that t.his incident is a contradiction of his [Griswold'li.. 
statement that previous to Poe's death he had no intimation of the latter's 
intention of appointing him as literary executor. ,,21 Susan likewise remembered 
that "Poe had made himself popular in Rici"..mond. • •• His death cast a 
universal gloom over the city." She related that the artist, Mr. Sully, 
described to her the poet's generous and ungrudging assistance to him in school 
days and the disdain of Mr. Allan for his foster-son. J.frs. Weiss repeated 
further "facts asserted by venerable ladies of Richmond," about John Allan's 
harshness;22 she insisted that, ff[IJn the pio1.iure prasented us by Dr. Griswold 
21 Ibid., 714. 
Note: The actual appointment of Griswold as Poe's executor is a 
controversial subject. Many writers believe there is no foundation for the 
theol"J despite tJ!'rs. Clemm' s notice "To the Reader, If prefaoing the first volume 
of Griswold's edition of Poets works. Bayless, Griswold, 161, states that Mrs. 
Clemm informed OriSl<lold., October 20, 1849, that it was Poets wish he edit his 
writings, 'but on December 13, 1853, she denied the statement to Dr. Thomas 
Holley Chivers. Mrs,. Weiss' reliabU1ty on the question is doubtf:1l. Horace B 
'tIUliams, Literary Cr.,i'!iicism !!!! other Pap!!:6, Philadelphia, 1856, 2)), writes: 
flThere was nothing Iii the private relitIons of the parties to render it at all 
probable that Poe should have left a request that Dr. Griswold would be the 
editor of his writings; but he knew the generous spirit and admirable capacity 
of the person whose regard he invoked, and felt assured that he would do in the 
best :manner what probably' no other lIould do at all." 
22 It has been said that John Allan resented his foster-sones 
reproachful presence in his home; Mr. Allan's promiscuity was known in Richmond 
circles. Oscar Cargill, Intellectual America, 178, attributes Poe's ttt~bnormal 
chastityttto reaction against Mr. Allants repeated infidelities to his wife, th 
foster-mother the boy loved so dearly. James Southall Wilson suggests that Poe s 
mentally afflicted sister, Rosaline, 'was the offspring of his beautiful aotress 
mother and John A.llan, the "sedate libertine • • • talking sedate piety. II See 
Wilson, "The Young ~'ia.n Poe," Virginia. Quarterly Review, II, 241, 2,2. 
7 
••• I cannot recognize a trait of the gentle, grateful .. l-Tal'm-hearted man whom 
I saw amid his friends. 1t With a final plea for allowance for his faults, Poe's 
fervent apologist concluded: 
He wa,s ever the sport of an adverse fortune. Born in penury, 
reared in affluence, treated at one time with perniciOUS indulgence 
and then literally turned into the streets, a beggar and an outcast, 
deserted by those who had formerly courted him, maliciously calum-
niated, smarting always under a sense of wrong and injustice,-what 
wonder that this bright, warm, and naturally generous and genial 
nature should have become emhittered?ft23 
Edmund C. stedman,24 in 1880, published in Scribner's an article that 
designated Griswold t s "eloquent malice" as the tes~imo!V of an ignoble nature. 
But Time had avenged the wrong. 25 The critic reflected that Poe was not a man 
of immoral habits: as an artist he must love the ideal; he was not a libertine 
he reverenced woman; his works were "almost too spiritual"; nor was he undevo-
tionall he felt the spark of divine fire within him. F1nal.l.y, Poe was not an 
habitual dru.nka.rd. The conviviality of his guardian's household, his own 
drugging in infancy, were responsible for the taint he .fought manful.ly. The 
foster-son had not been trained to self support, and he was hampered by the ''lac 
of self control inherent in Celtic and Southern naturee ... 26 
The London Athenaeum of July, 1880, exemplified the influence that 
periodical literature had attained by the Ddd-nineteenth century. Joseph 
Gostwick27 declared that the Griswold Memoir of 1849 had been constantly 
23 "tleiss, "Last Days of F,dgar A. Poe I" Scribner's, XV, 715. 
24 "Edgar Allan Poe," Scribner's Monthly ~1agazine, 
101-124. 
n, May, 1880, 
25 ~., 122. 
26 Ibid., 122-123. 
-
repeated, and that he, when compiling his Handbook .2! .American Literature, 
twenty-five years earlier, had included the biographical data lIaccepted as 
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authoritative," but not fully trusting such "inspecifics," had punctuated his 
statements with "It is said's," "We are told's," etc. The same issue of the 
journal halled Ingram's blography of Poe as "an adequate response to the 
venomous accusations of Griswold, the slime of whose words is nowviped off for 
ever." [sic] 28 
About the same time William Minto,29 in the FortnightlZ Review, intro 
duced his article on Edgar Allan Poe with the quotation: IttA DISSOLUTE, 
fantastic writer, died at Baltimore in consequence of fits of intoxication. Iff 
j·1into followed this text with" "Such is the summary of Poe's career in a popula~ 
American encyclopaedia, and it represents very fairly the general conception of 
the man which has been current since his death on both sides of the Atlantic." 
[sicJ30 The critic then observed that "the truth has not had a chance in the 
competition for public favor." The tendency to confuse Poe's writings with his 
character not only preserved but magnified the "malignant ~h" originat.ed in 
the Griswold biography. Mr'. Minto affirmed, "It is much more true that Poe 
vTOrked himself to death than that he drank himself to death. 1t Actually, the 
poet was "an intellectual Toluptary," and his too-conscientious reviews made 
his victims uncomfortable, a feature never healthy for the critic.3l 
28 Ibid., 109. 
-
29 "Edgar Allan Poe, fI '!he Fortn~htll Review; reprint in Littell's 
Living A!e, CILVI, Septem.ber ll, mo, 690 99. 
30 Thid., 690. 
-
31 Ibid., 694-69,. 
-
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ClereYl"llEm-author 'l'. i-oJ, Eigginson,32 commenting :Ln !b.tion, 111'30, on the 
l'C'cc;n-t, biov:-a)hies of Poe" stD.t(.>d that thz subject's "vices, ql1..'l.rrels, des:;.)erate 
straits, attempted suicides, ardent and sometimes simultaneous love-affairs-
[.t11 ••• afford great resources for the biographer, [and he should be] grateful 
for a subject who did not dwell in decencies for ever. tt [sic] He added: 
It is al.rnost amusing to see hOVT each new memoir ••• vJhile denouncing 
the obvious malice of Griswold, ends by re-establishing almost all th.e 
damaving facts vJhich Griswold left only half-proved. If Poe fared ill 
at the hands of his enemy, he has fared worse, on the whole, at those 
of his friends.33 
1,fT. lIiggir.l60u dogmatizEKt tha;., i~ 'vms impossible "to throlT any Clamour 
of I)ersonal honor about a sentimentalist v/ho \·18.G remorselessly tort;ll'inr! tHO 
twomen's hearts at the same tiJne." He confessed he had never thought IfSO :I'_"1.n 
of Poe as he did after readinf; Ingrarr • s biography of him. :;or waf 
fn.vorably impressed vdth the "inferior work of Mr. Gill.n31.t. 
But Poe histories were be~inning to emerge rather frequently from 
~rinters' shops these years. In 1882, Eugene Didiez35 offered another c1ll'on-
iele of the poet's life. Obviously influenced by the Hrs. Ellet campaie:n 
!a{;ilinst Griair1O.1.d in the fifties, Didier categorized the notorious iIemoir as the 
I\-mrk of a man ilho was saved only by his early death from the penitentiary for 
"biu::nmr ,,36 
t,,_
l V· Three yeal"S later" upon the :)ub1ication of a biography by Geor[~e 
32 "Recent Works on F.dc<:~r Poe," Nation,XXXI, November 1&, 360-361. 
33 !2!2.., 360. 
3L ~., 361. 
35 Eugene Lemoine Didier, ~ !!!.:!:.£ ~ Poems !?!. Fdgar Allan .P9.£I 
'Je~", York, 1882. 
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Woodberry, llation37 drew up an interesting line of biographlcal successions. 
"A;"dong Poets chroniclers, Stoddard fo110':.4'6 Griswold, and Inr,rar.1 pursues Stoddarc, 
and Gill goes upon the trail of Ingram, and now \<Joodberry winds up the chase. ,,3 
A few months later Atlantic t'1onth!l39 stated the position that many cr:ttics 
have since maintained--that Woodberry waseoe t s most painstaking and accurate 
of biographers • Atlantic noted from the tone of !~. Woodberl"Y' s work th.a t he 
brought to his task no partiality for his subject; but Poe had "suffered at the 
hands of biased biographers,"--that is, those who "whitewashed" him; he had 
proved his 0Till worst enemy, in that he had rarely told the truth about himself.; 
and !1r. Woodbel\Y had shawn "lawyer-like acumen in threading the mazes of a. 
co~~eed and contradiotory career.~O 
Poet Father John B. Tabb was at variance with the critics Who insist~ 
on maintaining old fiotions and who evolved an evil monster out of a weak man. 
In f!arper's,41 Tabb published a poem, IIPoels Critics," in which he noted that 
much adverse criticism r.ad created in a romantic age unlooked-for reaotions: 
A certain tyrant, to disgrace 
lhe more a rebel's resting-plaoe, 
Compelled the people everyone 
To hurl, in passing there, a stone, 
Which done, behold, the pile became 
A monument to keep the name. 
37 Nation, XL, F'ebruary 19, 1885, 151-158. Review unsigned. 
38 ~., 157. 
39 "Woodberry's Poe," Atlantic MontlY:l, LV, Hay, 1885, 705-107. 
Article unsigned. 
40 ~., 706. 
41 "Poets Critics," f~erfs ~ Month1l Magazine, LXX, February, 
l8RS, 498. 
And thus it is lri th Edgnr Poe; 
Each passing critic r.ae hie throw, 
Nor sees, defeating his intent, 
How lofty grows the monument. 
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One of the interesting reversals in attitude over a long period of 
years was that of Richard Stoddard, who in 1853 had pleaded eloquently for 
forbearance in judging a man so sensitive that he was "known to have been 
intoxicated by stronr. coffee",42 Stoddard now, in 1889, composed an utterly 
scathing biographical sketch of Poe for Lippincott's MonthlY.h3 "'Some men are 
born great, others achieve greatness, and others have greatness thrust upon 
them, t II he quoted. "The most conspicuous example among these last was the late 
Edgar A.llan Poe. It was my good--or bad--fortune to come in contact with this 
unfortunate gentleman in my twenty-first year. ,,44 Poe was declaimed by his 
chameleon-like critic to be without honor; he was "a curious compound of the 
charlatan and the courtly gentleman." Mr. James. Hanny, that sound-hearted but 
hot-headed Scot, had "honored" Stoddard by comparing him "to the curs of 
Constantinople, which are not admitted to the cemeteries where the follm.lers of 
the Prophet slumber under the protection of their white turbans.,,45 Then, 
whereas Gill had named Griswold Poe's rago, Stoddard reversed the tables and 
made Poe Iago. "Griswold, who was greatly maligned, was the life-long friend 
of Ekigar Allan. Another friend was Horace Greeley; others were Charles F. 
Briggs, Thomaa Dwm English ••• most kindly disposed towards this unld.ndly 
42 "Edgar Allan Poe," !h! National r1s.g:azine. II, March, 1853, 198. 
43 "Edgar Allan Poe.," Lippincott's Nonthl¥; Magazine., XLIII" Janua.l"y , 
1889, 107-115 .• 
44 ~., 107. 
45 ~., 110. 
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person, ~"ho loved no one, not evon himse.lf."h6 Stoddard had transferred to the 
other campi 
Tn l\fa.rch of the same year" Poe t s old friend" John Sartain, contribute 
to IJ*ppincott his reminiscences of the poet. It 1~S a forty-year stretch of 
memory for the former Philadelphia editor" and whether his account has much 
merit has been questioned.47 Sartain 48 narrated. that when his friend r..ad come 
to his office shortly before his death he was in very great distress and appa.r-
ently laboring under the effects of a recent nightmare. Sartain stated among 
other things that Poe had told. him he had been in t-1oyamesing Prison for "the 
drop too much." It was the old mants colorful reflections that gave rise to 
the theory tha,t Poe in Ph1l.adelphia was "completely insane • ..49 
A former associate of Poe r s who had been alienated. from him for many 
years was now to write his remini.scences. The hostility batween Edgar Poe and 
Thomas D. English had developed into one of the most notorious animosities in 
literary history.SO As was observed in Fraser 1s Magazine in an 1857 article, 
46 ~., III. 
46a For Horace Greeley t s esteem of Edgar Poe" see Griswold" Passages 
248-249, and "Greeley's Estimate of Poe,,1t Autograph Album, I, December, i933, 
14-16. 
47 See Roberston, Poe, ! Psychopathic Study, 189. 
48 "Reminiscences of Edgar Allan Poe, II Lippincott's Montp!Y Magazine 
XLIII, March, 1889, 411-415. 
49 See PhUip Van Doren Stern .. liThe Strange Death of Edgar Allan 
Poe," SRt, XXXII, October 15, 1949, 8-9, 28, 30. 
165-167. 
50 See Carl Schreiber .. "A Close-Up of Poe, If ~, October 9, 1926, 
Hervey Allen, Israfel, II, 109, comments, "It was the English contro-
versy more than any other, ~lich tarnished Poe's good name. • •• The failings 
of Poe were trumpeted .. and reprinted in a chain of little newspapers and 
- .. 
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the t~o men had exchanged discourtesies in the Evening Mirror, and a political 
satire by English had been published serially. In the novel, Poe was metaphor-
ically designated as Marmaduke Hamm.erhead and accused of various atrocities, 
among them. the inveterate habit of calling others an ass, of name-calling 
Carlyle a "watermelon,« Emerson, a "squash," a.d infinitum.. Hammerhead himself 
was "a most drunken monster," in the estimation of the author. This diatribe, 
of course, did not get by llith the equally strong-worded Poe. It all ended in 
a libel suit--trom which the poet won a badly needed $225.51 As editor of the 
~ Donkey, English berated Poe month atter month with such comments on 
inebriety as, "Poe is reported to have secured A Nice Job, employed to furnish 
the railing for the new railroad over Broadway. He was seen going up the stree1 
a few days ago, apparently laying out the road." In one iSBue the "literary 
Titmouse" set Poe up as the "People's candidate for the Vice-Presidency of the 
State of Slander" on the ground that he was a "very sober and sensible 
critic."'2 
But the lapse of years had diminished the bitterness of T. D. 
English's quarrel with Poe, and al.though he began his article for Independent5.3 
with, "The disposition among those who knew Poe is to keep sUent, It he proceeded 
[to take Woodberry to task for the "misstatements" in his biography of the poet, 
51 See Leonard B. Hurley, "A New Note on the 11 tera ti," AL, JantJary" 
~936, .376-394, and Francis B. Dedmond, "The War of the Literati: .DO'Cuments of 
~he Legal Phase," !!.9, 303-308. 
52 Carl F. Schreiber, "The Donkey and the Elephant, It Ya.le University 
rm.zette, XIX, July, 1944, 11-19, describes the two "rare and queerAmerican 
periodicals." The Poe "hal'llmeringr" proba.bly occurred in 1846. 
53 "Reminiscences of Poe," ~ Independent, XLVIII, October 15, 1891, 
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,nd branded them either as "willful arxi deliberate as well as malicious." or 
heir author as creator of charges "without any basis. It "Mr. Woodberry blows 
ot and cold in the SMe breath," averred Enr,lish, and added that his condemna-
ion of Poe stronp,ly approached the brutal. "lith the following important 
eclaration, Poe's once most vociferous of enemies rebuked the scholarly 
Lographer for one of the accusations he termed tota~v falser 
Mr. Woodberry charges boldly that Poe was an opium eater, and Mr. 
Ingram makes the same statement, but more obscurely. • • • Had Poe 
the opium babi t When I knew him, I should, both as a physician and 
a man of observation, have discovered it during his frequent visits 
to my rooms, ~ visits at his house and our meetings elsewhere. I 
saw no s~ns of it, and believe the oharee to have been a baseless 
slander. 
lis testimol\Y, coming as it did from a doctor and articulate foe, was a potent 
ttidote for the old fiction of drug addiction\.' Contirming his article in the 
rvember fifth issue of Ind!E,endent,S, English explained Poe's intemperance on 
Ie score of poverty's dr1 v1ng him to seek relief in alcohol--and a ttr1buted 
is poverty to the writer·s being underpaid. "But," added English, "whUe his 
casional lapses from sobriety may be readily excused, his oonstant mendaoity 
d deceit are capable of only one explanation.. The intelleotual faculties of 
e overbalanced the rest, and the animal faoulties dwarfed the maral."S6 Mr. 
glish cited as an example of the poet's lack of principle the "good joke" Poe 
i played on Orisl-l01d and then regaled his .friends with when he palmed off on 
~ unsuspecting anthologist a derogatory review of his ~ ~ Poet!:.! 2.! 
~ and accepted the fee for it before Griswold could read and discover its 
54 Ibid., 2. 
-
55 Ibid., November 5, 4-S. 
-
56 Ibid., 4. 
- . 
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impertinence.57 English could never forget this piece of roguery, and at the 
time of the 1891 account, it was the chief cO!ltplaint he registered against the 
man he had once battered ruthlessly with the taunt of drunkard. 
Two new contestants joined in the literary warfare in 1893, both 
allying themselves with the Poe forces. Esme Stuart,,8 in !!:!! Nineteenth 
Cent~1 decided that "[tJhe John Bull section of societylf had settled the 
matter in the United States of what Poe was most to be admired for, "by point~ 
to the manner of his death, which proved to them that his literary work was 
worthless." In appraising the nineteenth oentury for its reception of Poe and 
his French brothers, P4'r. Stuart concluded that it was not a period to be 
extolled for its dreams, but a materialistic age, one noted for its cammon 
sense and material progress.59 In the Dial, John Burroughs60 concurred wi.th 
the British critic, Edmund W. Gosse, in his opinion that failure to inolude 
Poe t s works in the list of ten best American books was indeed ". extraordinary 
and sinister.· n61 
57 Bayless, r~iswold, 70, declares that the anthologist was not the 
dupe Poe considered him. He paid for the unpleasant review because he felt 
the oritic's name might help his book--even if what he said was not courteous. 
He was not altogether pleased when he read the oritioism, but rather than 
have Poe think he had withheld publication he gave it to the Boston Miscellanr, 
which printed it, November, 1842. 
,8 "Charles Baudelaire and Edgar Poe: A Literary Affinity," ..!!!.! 
Nineteenth Centurl, XXXIV, July, l893~ 65-80. 
59 Ibid., 80. 
-
215. 
60 "Mr. Gossets Puzzle over Poe,n ~~, XV, October, 1893 .. 214-
61 Ibid., 214. 
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Early in 189h Richard Stoddard62 was back on the scene wi. th an article 
in Independent on the social life of Poe contemporaries. 'rbA devastating Mrs. 
Osgood, Stoddard revealed, had proved 8. source of rar~or between Poe and 
Griswold, for the poet was enamored of her Itor fancied he was, which with him 
was the same thine. • • • But Poe had a rival in her affections in Dr. Griswol<, 
whom she transformed for the moment into an impassioned poet. ft63 
Also in 1894, Georg.~ 'rloodbe1Ty64 felt called upon to come to the 
defense of Ru.tus Griswold-the defamer-turned defamed. In Century f1ae&zine he 
wroteJ 
No piece of biography in the annals of literature has 80 unenviable 
a reputation as the Memoir which Dr. Rufus W. Griswold, actinr; as Poe's 
literary' executor, prefixed to the first complete edition of his 
works. Its authenticity has been attacked from the time of its 
appearance •••• C AJt th~r.:'same time very little of its substance 
has ever been invalidated. ;J 
Woodberry next quoted critic J. C. Derby as writing that Griswold deserved 
gratitude for the task of publishing Poe, and that he had received no compensa-
tion; he cited publisher J. S. Redfield's declaration that certain critics had 
done great injustice to OriJJwold for his trouble. Then Woodberry continued, 
"It is fashionable nowadays to throw mud [at Griswold]. Knowing, as I did, 
both of the men, and knowing, also, how assiduously Griswold labored to say 
everything he could in the biography in Poets favor, it is very annoying to 
read these things." Woodberry also claimed that in fairness to the biographer, 
62 
1894, 145. 
"Mrs. Botta and Her Friends," ~ Independent, XLVI, F'ebruarJ 1, 
63 Ibid. 
-
XXVI, 
64 Ifpoe in the South, rt .!!!!. CentUl7, lllustra¥ Monthly !1agazine, n.s." 
July, 1894, 572-583. 
he: Ibid t;72 
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one must acknowledge that the characterization he gave Poe "has uniformly pre-
vailed in tradition in the best-informed literary circles in this country.,,66 
He declared that in undertaking his task of committing the subject's personalitJ 
to paper, he had investigated the charges of forgery, etc., and was convinced 
rxriswold's documents were genuine, and that the errors were traceable to Poe's 
own falsehoods. "Far from blackening Poe's character," insisted the Griswold 
defender, "he might easily have made a worse use of his opportunity had he been 
actuated by malice." Woodberry quoted as evidence of Poe's drinking habit, the 
letter of T. W. White to his young editor in 1835, advising him to "separate 
[himself] from the bottle, and bottle-companions, for ever," and Poe's statement 
in a letter to Kennedy in IBJ6: ttl have since then [receiving a letter from 
Kennedy] fought the enemy mantully ... 67 
Mr. Woodberry was obviously convineed of Poe's moral degradation. He 
had concluded his biography with such declarations as, flHe ate opium and drank 
liquor," and "In imagination, as in action, his was an evil genius. • •• The 
pitiful justioe of Poe's fate, the dark immortality of his fame, were acoom-
plished. H68 
~~tion69 asserted it found Woodberry's introductory Memoir to the new 
edition of Poe's works censorious, contemptuous, without toleranoe, and replete 
with unimportant but depreciatory facts. 70 It was a difficult task, of course, 
66 ~., 573. 
67 Ibid., 578. 
-
68 George E. Woodberry, ¥Sar Allan £2!, Boston, 1885, 346, 349-350. 
69 liThe Works of Edgar Allan Poe," The Nation, LX, rttay 2, 1895, 349-
350. Article unsigned. -
70 Ibid... 3U9. 
16 
to write of Poe's unfortunate and unlovely actual life; by contrast to his 
brilliant literary achievement, the facts were pititull.y sordid and squalid. 
Professor Woodberry's fault was not that he was guilty of deliberate disparage-
ment, but that he was lacking in mercy, 71 and a biographer ought t.o be more 
objective. 'l'"wo weeks later William McCrillis Griswold,72 son of the reverend 
anthologist, replied to the May 2 review in Nation with a letter to the editor. 
In treating of Poe' s character, he emphasized t.ha t the poet's worst faults were 
not drunkenness and irritable temper, but "utter lack of honor." William 
Griswold cited as evidence of dishonor the disparaging criticism Poe had writtel 
of his father's book and for which he brazenly collected a fee--the same inci-
dent that Thomas D. English had found the most unpardonable of all Poe t s faU-
ings. Evidently Poe's type of humor, for he had considered hoodwinking the 
anthological czar a clever trick, did not coincide with other critics' ideas of 
humor, and it caused him to be marked down as untruthful. 
Since the controversy over Poe's reputation amounted virtually to a 
war among the literat1, it was to be expected that many critics and nearly all 
his biographers should be at t.imes targets of malediction. As Rufus Griswold 
had come in for his share of anathema from critics, Professor Woodberry was now 
earning some restrained but unfavorable comment for his unsympathetic attitude 
in handling the facts of Poe's biography. The Outlook,73 recalling Woodberry's 
earlier Memoir with its aloofness, coldness, and lack of sympathy that "jarred" 
11 ~. 
72 "Poe's Moral Nature,," Nation, LX, tl'IiB.Y 16, 1895, 381-382. irlilliam 
M. Griswold was editor of his father's corresporoence, as previollsly noted in 
this thesis. 
73 "The New Poe,"Outlook, LII, August 3, 1895, 18,3. Article unsignec: • 
19 
readers, noted that the professor in the new edition of poe14 maintained his ole 
attitude: He "is exact, he is truthful, and he is distinctly critical in his 
attitude toward the poet~'t But the reviewer added that sympathetic insight wa.s~ 
perhaps, the only key to a man's nature. Goethe had said that "without sympath3, 
true criticism is impossible." Contrasting Woodberry's attitude with that of 
his oollaborator, Edmund C. Stedman, outlook pointed out the latter biographer1e 
fljudicious, clear, and sympathetic" manner. "Hr. Stedman has achieved a. rare 
distinction among those who have treated of Poe, in that he has so well pre-
served his poise." The reviewer stated succinctly 'tlhat seems to be an accurate 
picture of Poe criticism, and concluded with his personal opinion: 
Most oritics and biographers have either made Poe a saint, or sub-
merged him completely in the mud of his own vices. Poe was not a 
saint in any sense of the word, nor on the other hand, was he an 
unreclaimed and irreclaimable sinner. He had terrible and pathetic 
weaknesses; he limited and £1.na.l.ly destroyed his own lite by the1u; 
but he also had fine qualities and Great eilts.1' 
A letter from Thomas H. Lane, the man to whom Poe had oeded. his half 
interest in the Broadwal iourna1 in 1846,16 was published in Independent71 in 
1896. It was addressed to Thomas D. English am recalled to that gentleman how 
excited Poe had been accustomed to become when he was drunk, how angry with him. 
II I could add much to the sli."TJe which haG flowed over his memory, ff wrote IAne, 
74 Edgar Allan~, (Romances ~ Death; ~-Wor1d R~nces), eds., 
Edmund C. Stedman ana George E. Woodberry, wIth "Memoir" by George E. Woodberry 
and Introduction by Edmund C. Stedman, New York, 1894. 
15 "The New Poe," outlook, LIl, 183. 
16 See Kenneth Rede, "Poe Notes t From An Investigator's Notebook," 
AL, V, March, 1933, 49-54, who furnishes information on this subject that other 
bIographers fail to give. 
71 Letter to Thomas Dunn English, July 23, 1896" ~ Independent, 
XLVIII, November 5, 1896, 5. 
eo 
"but will not. • •• His wants were largely in excess of his ability to procure 
what t..lJ.ey demanded, and .. no doubt ••• drove him to subm.erge his troubles in 
that which made his manhood disappear." The poet was continually "on the rack 
of poverty." "It is not difficult to be decently gentle and agreeable in 
prosperity .. tl admitted lane, "but to face smilingly thE aggravations of want is 
not possible to many natures, and surely was not to his. tt78 
As the end of the century approached, fewer magazine articles appeared 
by writers who had knmm Edgar Poe persona.1J.y. 'l'he newer critics gathered theu 
data from predeces8ars-~ the cudgels of opposing factions were passed on to 
a new generation and into a new oentury. Before the nineteenth century's close, 
however, a decided landJlMU"k in the recognition of Poe as poet and writer of 
tales-he was infrequently mentioned as a critic-was reached. In the year 
1897 the Poe l·1emorial Association was f.ourrled, and on the fiftieth anniversary 
of the poet.s death, October 7, 1899, at the Public r~l of the University of 
Virginia, "with brilliant ceremonies" the broIl2le bust by George Julian Zolnay 
was unveiled. The Poe-cu1t was becoming a fixture in American literature--
~though it would be another ten years before the poet t s name would be shouldere ~ 
into New York's Hall of Fame.19 However, the fact that Samuel Allibone contrive ~ 
in his 1899 edition of Dictionary ~ !n&lish L1terature80 to embalm the "sad 
78 Ibid. 
-
19 The Baltimore~, October 11, 190" writing of Poets rejection 
to the Hall of Fame, concluded an editorial, "Poets CritiC, tI with" "Were Poe 
alive he vlOuld rather rel'l8.in outside New York's tHall of Fame' than be inside 
with the mediocrities there assembled7 Article fOl.i:nd-in -rAe Poe Scrapbook, 
Ne..,.rberr,y Library, Chicago, it is unsigned. 
thesis. 
80 Dicti0nB:nl, II" 1614. This reference has been previously cj.ted ill 
81 
storl of. the deplorable fruits of transgression," seemed to warrant soulptor 
• A 
Zol.na.y's remark that t:>oe "was more sinned against than sinrWlg. nv1 In 1900 
Independent observed that the !'IlOvaroent. to' efface i'ro.'ll the memory of the Urdver-
eity of Virginia fa most famous alumnus "the slanders or Griswold and others" W\I.j 
making headway, and that Tennysonts beUe! that Poe If'vas -the trtOst origirl.J11 
genius t.hnt k1lOrica had produced rtt set a seal upon Me tame. 82 
In 1901, shortly beforE the appes.rance ot the Virginia. ed1 tion at Poe 
the Forum8J retlected that the first defamer' 6 "spiteful and vicious" i1emoir 
had set the .rash.ton in critical thinld.ng and had been blirxUy aclhered to for 
man,y )-ears, and that de.f'erxiers in going to the apposite extreme had done just 
as much ham as the def'Wllel's t proxi.'U1ty to Poe's lltetime had distorted the 
picture. The 'Wl"iter, counting oft -the charges of gr08s immorality, habitual 
drunkenness) ingratitude, scoffing, and. acting the libertine, countered wit.h 
his rem1rder that Poe hac.i inherited troll his parenta, stage people, a lack ot 
seU'-ooDtJ'olJ he _. reared in a household where"llberal. potationa aean to 
have been encouraged", he fought the 1nher1ted tend.no;y aId ch1ld.hooo o;xample 
all through b18 sture year. "until at laet he yielded and ank down 1n utter 
despair." As forth. morality of Poe's works, they were "as chaste as an 
10101e.,.84 
81 Letter 12 the Poe Hemorial ~ssoc:..i;.a~:!e~p ~t1ve 9ommitt~, .!?2! ~i:!!J quotea iii Kent;-U~ 2!!!. ~ ii F4§ar AlLiii Poe, 1A. 
11, 19. 
82 Reprint in James A. Harrison, ~ Gli.t:Esf?s 2.! Poe, NO'd York, 1901 
83 Fdwin W. Dowen, "Pee Fift;;r Years After,ft 1h! Forum, XXXI, June, 
1901, $Ol-!)lO. 
84 ~., ~Ol-_502. 
82 
The Academy:8~ proclaimed that the author 'tnth the rift of arabesquing 
his own life had no predecessor and no authentic successor--except perhaps, in 
t.l-),e Stevenson of E!.. J2,kYll !!!.S! ~_~. The Lomon journal tmded to confuse 
the author and bis tales: ttTo consider Poe is to consider his tales, to coneid-
er the tales is to consider Poe." The spirit of Po(~ 's work was Celtic: the 
Celtic temperament would go far to explain Poe's weakness and strengt.h; his 
brilliant caprice, his pride and passion, his literary quarrels, his lack of 
robust moral stamina, his ready enslavement to alcohol. II86 Persisting in making 
nationality answerable for erratic tendencies, the British critic dogmatized 
that flCeltic visionariness, with its lack of hold on earth," was responsible 
for Poe's Shelley-likeness. He was obsessed with haunting beauty that belongs 
to the "world of an opium-eater.,,81 
In 1902 Professor James A. Harrison published his scholarly am. 
painstaking work known as the Virginia Edition of Poe.88 It was a lalXlmark in 
the history of Poe criticism and was hailed as the fairest biography yet to 
appear. A reviewer for OutloOk,89 labeling his article significantly, "The 
Real Poe," stated that Professor Harrison was sympathetic-rt'.indful of Goethe's 
requisite for true criticism-that he had examined the Poe texts for themselvesJ 
85 "A Dreamer of Things Impossible, fI !1!!. ~de!1V' LXI, S!'?nte.'l'.bcr, 
1901, 263-264. Article unsigned. 
Edition, 
86 ~., 263. 
81 ~. 
88 James A. Harrison, ~ Com?lete \iorks 2! :&lgar Allan ~, Vircinil: 
11 vols_, l~i York, 1902. 
89 "The Real POE'," The Outlook, LXXII, November 8, 1902, 581-582. 
Article unsigned. -
not merely quoted them as Griswold had arraneed them; that he did his own 
. 
oollating: he told facts--unvarnished--but understandingly.90 A sL~ 
opinion was expressed the followi.ng month by another reviewer for the sarlle 
nagazine.91 And so~ with the advent of Professor Harrison's detailed work, the 
Long and bitter controversy that had laid bare the naivete and petty difference 
)f critics in an era that was articulate if not always artistic, left the 
d.neteenth century behind. 
90 ~., 581. 
91 ~ •• December 20, 1902, 947-948. 
CHAPl'ER V 
CONCLUSION 
The potency of nineteenth-century journalism in shaping popular and 
critical opinion of the character of Edgar Allan Poe can 5carce~r be over 
estimated. Newspapers and literary magazines with their firecracker articles 
l-lere the earliest battlelisTound of critics; the cannonading was then taken up 
by anthologies and biographies. In 1895 Andrew Lang, in Letters .!2. ~ Author~, 
addressed Poe: 
'As a literary people,' you wrote, 'we are one vast perambulatinc 
humbug.' After that declaration of war you died, and left your 
reputation to the vanities yet iT1thing beneath your scorn. They 
are "1rl thing and wri tine still. 
And so are critics "writing still," more than another helf-century later, as if 
fascinated with the "problem" of the poet's enigmatic character or with sharing 
in the role of controversialist. 
F. O. Ma tthiessen has said of the persistence of the controversy: 
Concerrdng none of our other major nineteenth-century authors has 
there been anything like the critical disagreement that still rages 
around Edgar Allan Poe. • •• The controversy ••• about the facts 
of his life has been almost as violent ever since Baudelaire visu-
alized him as the young aristocrat, 'le Byron e'i~ar' dans un mauvais 
monde,· whi.le the reverend RfuS Griswold pointed to his career as a 
satanic example and warning. 
Henry Seidel Canby bas classified Poe as one of those unfortunate men 
1 Andrew Lang, "To Edgar Allan Poe," Letters !£ ~ Authors, I':ew 
York, 1895, 143. 
2 "Poe," Sewanee Review, UV, 175. 
84 
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touched with greatness who make legends, and who, "havin£ contradictions in 
themselves •• : induce contradictions in others."3 Indeed, the present trend 
in the controversy Be8ms to be a preoccupation with the "contradictions"--a 
conspicuous departure from the nineteenth-century denunciation of the poet's 
"&'101'&11 tyft to a twentieth-century obsession ""ith his abnormal! ty. l'4a1 tel' 
Taylor, comparing the two eras of critiCisM, declares that whereas Poe was 
formerly labeled a demon and consigned to perdition by men "of rock-bound 
respectabili~,tI now he is labeled as a case and consigned to a psychopathic 
ward by men with a smattering of complexes and neuroses.L The mass of 'W-riting 
in this latter vein, however, even as the moralizing of the former century, 
presupposes an acceptance, whether conscious or unconscious, of the early 
Griswold fabricationsl 
In the pre~ent centur,y a number of writers are resronsib1e for 
perpetuating the dope theme, despite the fact, as Arthur Hobson Quinn has 
pointed out,' that evidence of drug addiction cannot be found. Jeanette tl;ark 
in 1925 published her convictions in a book entitled Genius ~ Disaster: 
Studies in Drugs ~ Genius; 6 as late as 1953 American Hercurl7 printed an 
larticle after the old pattern and referred to "Edgar's excessive love for 
3 Canby, "Edgar Allan Poe," Classic Americnns, 26L. 
L 'IIsrafel in l-lotley," !!!! Sewanee Review Quarter9';. XLII, July, 
~93h, 330-339. 
5 c.'Uinn,~. 693. 
6 Jeanette Nark, Genius and Disaster: Studies in Drugs and Genius, 
lew York, 1925. -
7 Ethel i...racks, "There Are Two Sides to Every story J" American 
i!ercUI"Y, LXXVII, October, 1953, 67. 
liquer and opium. II ,A recent poom, "Charles Haudela.ire," likewise makea the 
claim of drug domination in Poe t slife. 
This tr1.3.t he shared alone with Edgar Poe, 
The opiur.l trance on one who rede the wave 
Of Hell's wrath to the last: this vertigo 8 
Buil t high a song to daunt the stupid brave. 
The alcoholism in Poe's brief career has continued to receive 
~xaggerated attention at tt:e hands of Joony writers: Newman Flower, w:Lth a 
;ensational title makes the poet "the most interesting sinner in literature";9 
)ort?thy Dow's fictionized biography 113 cha.rged with super-Byronic flaVor and a 
.ake-to-drink-whenever-things-get-dull effect;lO Albert Parry postvla.tes that 
.merican Bohemianism began with the tragic poe;ll dramatic productions like 
'lumee in the Dust,12 he'lp preserve the story. A 1953 anthology of Great 
...........-...------
oems13 makes the statement that Poe a.s an editor "could no longer exist withou 
timulants, It and asserts unnecessarily, if also inaccurately, tlFor every friE"..nd 
e made he lost two. He fluttered for a while in literary dovecots among the 
rema.1e poets' of the day, a bedraggled raven among the twitterers.,,1L 
8 John Could Fletcher, "Charles Baudelaire," Poetry, rJCXXIV, August 
)SL, 279. 
9 "The Most Interesting Sinner in Literature,'! World Review, V, 
muary, 1928, 250J also "Two Interesting Sinners," The Bookiiiin, LUt, October, 
126, 16-18. -
10 Dorothy Dow, ~ G102:, .New York, 1931. 
11 Albert Parry, "The Lone One," Garrets and. Pretenders, ! E1sto.,!l 
Bohemian1Sl11 !!! America, New York, 1933, 3-lJ. -
12 Sophia Treadwell, Plumes ~ the Dl;.st, NeW' York, 1936. 
13 Louis Untermeyer, The Concise Treasu!il" of Great Poems, f~ew York, 
53, 289. -
lL Ibid., 287. 
-, 
In the Lawrence and Krutch tradition of psychoanalyzing the poet, 
Philip Lindsay has published (1953) a biograph;y entitled .'±!1! Haunted~: It 
Portrait of Edgar Allan poe.1S That FC'E- lit'S U Uipsornaniac, an opium addict, 
-- -
Lindsay insists. from his Freudian Foint of view he sees the poet t s devotion tc 
the MeIllOry of his deceased mother and foster-mother and his love fer the frail 
Virginia as an urge to necrophilia, his yearning to belong to a family, a symbol 
of obsession with incest, and his frenzy during his wife's illnesses, ambivalenc~. 
Illustrative of the dissen8ioll within the "abnormality" camp itself is the 
criticism of Lindsay's episodic book. As opposed to N. B. Fagin's objection to 
the preposterous "repetition of romantic exaggerations,,,16 ~ Republic, review .. 
ing the book, affirms that Poe "Was absolutely concerned with the disintegration .. 
processes of his own psyche; his language is tla Freudian censor; he is Joyce 
going the other way. 1117 
As to Poe's whole character the battle remains indecisive. Sputter-
ings of the old quarrel may be heard in various quarters. In 1927 Alfred Noyes 
and James B. Whitty exchanged opinions brusquely across the Atlantic.1S '1'wo 
idecades later the uniutdbited Ivor Winters, ernulat1ng, perhaps, W. C. Brownell 
15 Philip Lindsay, The Haunted Man: ! Portrait of F.d.gar Allan ~, 
I~ndon, 19,3. This biography ~ald, crude; some of its assertions are 
unauthentic, and what is true is twisted into Freudian grotesqueness. 
16 N. Bryllion Fagin, "Dean of ~rnJ.bolis ts , tI §!!f, xxxvn, Septemher Ij, 
~95JJ, 16-17. 
17 James Hafley, "F..dgar Poe in Context,1I !!!!:. Hepublic, CXXXI, July 
~9, 195L, 21. 
16 See the symposium, ttF..dgar Allan Poe," and ttLi terary Careers in 
!the Balance," !!:!! Bockman, LXXII, June-September, 1927, 1,7-160, 297-311. 
before him,l9 expressed little pr~ise for scholars who waste scholarship and 
time on Poe. He inveighed ae;ainst the "J\.merican specialists in Poe, [WhO] 
exhi.bit a kind of hucolic innocence wh::"ch at times simply paralyzes comnlent; 
they appear not to have the vaguest id.ea of the kind of devilment with ,\ihich 
they are dealing.tt20 V. S. Pritchett as representative of present-day Poe-
opponente sounds rather heated on the subject. Agreeing wi'th Lawrence who 
averred that Poe blasphemed against the Holy Ghost within him because he never 
laughed,21 Pritchett in 1949 cotnpi1ed choice phrases to hurl at the "electric, 
positive neurotic, wilful .mad."Illin, n in one ex'traordinary epitaph: "Poe the 
alcoholiC, Poe the incestuous, Poe the unconscious homo-sexUB.l, Poe the Irish ... 
man, the Southerner, the derelict, Poe isolated in Alnerican life and ruined by 
the odeur de magazine.,,22 And this despite the efforts of careful modern 
scholars to point up the fallacies in the old pattern! 
The disintegration theme in the controversy is net to be neglected. 
Sponsored by a host of Lawrence and Krutch disciples, i.t has even been ComIl".em-
orated in a baJ.let-biorrap~ presented Qy the Columbia Theatre Associates of 
Columbia University. Interpretative dancing and scenery are designed to portra;, 
the gradual disintegration of the poet; settings become increasingly fragmenta~ 
19 Brownell, American Prose !l>la.sters, 1218. decried the Poe-cult, 
built as it was, on the hpeopleis imagining hfu somethinf quite other t.hB.n the 
reality." 
20 Yvor Winters, ~ Defense £f Reason, New York, 19L7, 566. 
21 Lawrence, Studies ~ American Literature, 107. 
22 V. S. Pritchett, "Books in General," The Statesman and Nation, 
XXXVIII, October 22, 19L9. L57. --
\ 
as the dnnce progresses, and the .final scene is presented on a bare stage: 23 
v[hat Campbell, (uinn, Hutcherson, and Tate, cilonf with other present-
century cr1tic[<, have a.tter::pted to disprove, """hat Fagin, Braddy, and other 
would-be defenders have ferreted out--all discussion still adds up to a 
continuation of the long-lived contest. It seems as if Charles Heartman's 
inelegant pronunciation in 1936 might be applicable even in the current decade-
that Poe-critics, however agreeable in other Circumstances, "'Would certainly 
kill each other" if the topic of Poe were approached in their fathering. 
The effects of the controverSJ" are still reflected in the divergent 
chronicles found in students' textbooks of American literature. As t:rpical of 
two OPfosing lines of thoueht in the present decade may be cited the essays in 
The t'nited states i.D Literature of 1952, and in the 195L edition of Adventures 
-, ----- . 
in American Literature. The forw..cr states: 
- ...... ~ ...... ...;.-----
Poe's supernatural tales were not, as some believe, the products 
of a disordered mind, or of a mind stimulated by drink and. drugs. 
Horror storics-- 'Gothic tales' as the:v ""ere then called--were all the 
rage in Poe's day, and he wrote them to satisty a definite demand. 
B"ut Poe I s supernatural stories have been rS"fienmered, wbile others of 
his day have been forgotten. The reason is s:i.mply that he had a well-
worked-out formula fer writing them, and he used it with great skill 
and illIagination, w%le most other authors were sa..tisfied with less 
effective methods. . 
rrhe biographical sketch in the other textbook refers sympathetically to the 
boet's talent and his weakness, but reiterates tbe early Griswold. version of 
his university career and adult life. Of the year at Charlottesville, it 
sUites, "He spent a ,,:ild year there, fer he moved in & set 'ruth whom drinking 
23 See A. Seheff, t'Ballet-Bio~'raphy of Poe: Peor Eddy,11 Theatre 
~, XXXVII, r~aYJ 1953, 78-79. 
211 Robert C. Pooley, et ~., eds., The United states ~ Literature, 
r..hic8t/o, 1952, 502. 
and ['ambling 'Here fashionable, and Poe never did any;thing !?l halves t!; 25 and 
then it continues: 
tJ'hen he lost twenty-five hundred dollars in a. card game, he was taken 
out of the Lniversity and put into t'~r. Allants business. 1:hat di.dn't 
work e::l.ther. He ••• di.dn't like his job. He ran away. 2 , Later he 
enlisted as a soldier under an assumed name. ~. Allan rescued him 
from tr.at and had him apF.ointed to West Point, but Poe was dismissed 
within a year. Thereafter he had to go it alone. 
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And this sentence follows: "The rest of the story is not pretty.,,2L Such con-
trasting evaluations are merely a continuation of what is to be found throughou1 
a oontur.{'s elapse of time-with the romantic account holding a heavy margin, &1 
far as school textbooks are concerned. 
And so, brinE~ng the controversy to a modern position among critics, 
there is the belief of Charles l;!a1cutt, who after citing Professor H. H. Clark'f 
repudiation of Krutch's and Roberston's theories in his ¥~jor American ~ in 
1936, declares that ~Poe's present status ••• is that of a sane and rational 
individua1 ... -a Platonist with a sharply analytical mind," and that "the sole 
dissenting voice is that of Yvor Winters. tt29 But there is also N. B. Fagin 
posing his problem in 19L9: 
25 Rewey Belle Inglis, et a1., eds., Adventures in American 
Literature, Nfn'rman ed., New York, I951i:' Italics not in the original. 
26 See the March 19, 1827, letter in tbe Valentine Collection, 
(Valentine Museum, Richmond, Virginia) for the reasons Poe left the Allan home. 
In the letter to his foster-father, Poe makes accusations which that gentleman 
did not, and probably could not, refute. 
27 Quinn, Poe, 136-137, prints the letter Mr. Allan wrote as a 
"recommend.:;tion" to vleet Point; its surly tone belies the above statement. A 
furth,r discussion applicable to the above quotation can be found in Laura 
l:enet t s Young Ed§isr Allan ~, ~~ew York, 1941. 
28 Inglis, et a1., Adventures ~ American J..:1teratur"!, 505. 
29 "The Logic of Poe, II College Fngli.sh, 11, December, 17L1, 43B. 
",ras Poe Griswold's scoundrel or Baudelaire's saint, one of the 
hol.,y army (»f martyrs? \<::as he La uvriere' s coneen! tal de genera te or 
Hanns Heinz Ewert s dreamer 'beautiful in body and ,mind'? Was he the 
satanic genius, the poet of hell, 'Ylho like Lucifer, fel~ from sheer 
intellectual pride, or was he a great spiritual writer?~O 
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The author of this study, after considering objectively a representa-
tive portion of more than a centurjrls accumulation of diverse opinion, believes 
that the portrsi t of Edcar Poe t s chsracter has been much overdrawn. She 
believes also that the controvers;), is hy no means settled in the minds of many 
persons. The widely publicized fictions in early popular and literary magazinel 
struck roots in the romantic imaginatj.on of the period and they have persisted 
in critical as w""ll as popular belief to the present. The picture is difficult 
to get into focus. But as this author views the portrait, she finds in Poe a 
I hyper-sensitive, nervous--at times erratic--individu.al who may have enjoyed 
I being somewhat unorthodox and who eould on occasion be melodramatic. But the 
man vas not Bohemian in the sense of living "out of space, out of tirllt'l, tf and 
t~ was not as Fagin's rthistrionic Nr. Poe,» striving for a tragic tone. There 
was too much of real tragedy in his brief life. 
Spoiled in childhood and deprived of wholesome parental guidance, 
Edgar Poe was ill prepared to fa..ee the r:lgors of life after his eviction from 
the Allan home. Insecurity and bitterness at his fa.te played havoc with his 
artistic temp~raroent. Continued deprivation of home life and affection nurturec 
Ii rebellious disposition and a cynicism that found outlet in the "phial of 
prussic acid. " Unable to endure any occupation but that of his Olm inclination--
~Titing, impatient of submission to less talented editors of magazines, and 
30 N. Br.~rllion Fagin, The Histrionic Hr. Poe, Baltimore, 19L9. 25. 
- --
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frustrated in financi.;·lg the 15.terary journal of his dreams, Poe resorted at 
intervals to drinking. Unfort1mately for him, Ilone glass tl of the heady vintage 
was sufficient to make him conspicuous. Hence the reputation he won. 
He was generally in extreme penury-writing being a notoriously non-
lucrative profession. And in Poets aesthetic and married life, poverty was 
sheer tragedy. If his letters to women of means lL"1d his pleas for aid sound 
like drivel, an understanding of the need impelling them makes them less 
obnoxious. Arter the death of his wife, Poe could scarcely be held accountable 
for the neuroticism that dogged his days to the bitter end. Something snapped 
wi thin him; he had not been able wi th his writer' s fee to avert domestic 
disaster; he WQS net by nature or training emotionallY prepared to meet any 
criSiS, much less the fatal loss of one who was family to him. Perhaps this 
destitution accounts for his simultaneous Platonic affairs ~"i th literary women, 
the so-called sweethearts--of whom he gained posthumously not a few. 
Edgar Po€' t s personal history reads like a tragedy--wherein tr.e 
protagonist struggles and loses. His fate is comparable to that cf rrany 
another writer except for the rorr..a.ntic survival of its story ruth colorful 
details and fantastic interpretations that r:o on and on. In tracing the amazi 
controversy about hj.m to its originator, one ma.y conclude in the language of 
"Ulalume" that October ninth of the "LudWig Articlf,1I proved the poet's propheti 
• • • night in the lonesome October 
Of nw most immemoria.l year, 
.nd that it was in his own "ghoul-haunted woodland" that the plumes of his 
Psyche were weighted down "Till they sorrowfully trailed in the dust. If That 
ust warring crltice have stirred in such clouds that :i.t ha.s not c1ea.red throug 
,ore than a. century. One might even say that the wa.r is cyclic--wi.th a present 
decade writer like Lindes;) denouncing the malice of Griswold, and then out-
Griswoldin( that biographer himself. 
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And that is vA-Iere the interested spectator finds the contest at 
present: unsettled, perplexing, with the belligerents of this generation still 
ready to '1kill one another" at the mention of the name of Edgar Allan Poe. Thue 
thoroughly did nineteenth-century journalism prove the truth of Poe t s early 
observation that the 1'Ilagazine would become "the most influential of all the 
der.Ja.rtments of Letters." 
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